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Selections. 


As one whose mother comforts him, 
I will lift up my head. 
No wound of Thine shall take the life 
From words which Thou hast said. 
—A.L. Waring. 


Hee me, O Lord, to think such 
thoughts as may be immediately 
converted into action, into the doing 
of deeds that will cae Thy Holy 
Nae. 


a oe ere 


~ = Prous impulses | are no ST “of 
consecration. What we need is 
grace to resolve such implements 
into permanent principle.—Dr. F. 
C. Mounfort. 


He spared not His Son! 
*Tis this that silences each rising fear, 
‘Tis this that bids the hard thought disap- 
pear. 
He spared not His Son! 
—Horatius Bonar. 


Br as careful of the books you 
read as of the company you keep, 
for your habits and character will 
be as much influenced by the former 
as by the latter.— Hood. 


Gop gives us what we pray for 
because we pray, and in refusing to 
give what we fail to ask for, deals 
with us as a loving father. Hecul- 
tivates that living sympathy and 
communion between our hearts and 
his own which is necessary to our 
happiness and growth in grace.— 
C. E. Babb, D. D. 


It is a great thing for any man to 
fill his place in the world. It mat- 
ters less where a man’s place is, 
than thata man’s place be filled, 
wherever it is. The lowest place 
well filled is more creditable to the 
man who occupies it, than would be 
the highest place poorly filled. And, 
indeed, no place in the world can be 
so good for any man as the place 
which God assigns to him as his 
place.—S. S. Times, 


Editorial N otes. 


—We must thane dtu peers 
and subscribers who are interesting 
themselves in the circulation of the 
MESSENGER. A number have sent 
us the mames of new subscribers 
with the cash, accompanying them 
with the promise of more. As 
we have now no General Agent in 
the field, we hope pastors and lay- 
men will interest themselves all the 
more. We would be as well satis- 
fied to hand over the commissions 
to them as to an agent. We hope, 
however, to soon secure the right 
man to act as General Agent for us. 


—We are called upon this week 
to announce the death of two more of 
our ministers, Rev. F. W. Dechant 
of Reading, Pa., which occured on 
the morning of the 17th inst., aged 
74 years. His funeral took place on 
Tuesday, the 21st, at 10.30 A. M. 
And that of Rev. H. I. Comfort, of 
Burkittsville, Md., on the morning 
of the 18th inst. The bereaved fa- 


milies and relatives have the condo- 


chin ne SO! OW. 
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—Temperanceisa Christian grace, 
and it cannot run far in advance of 
the source of its vitality. Christ did 
not come to arraign sin to judgment 
until after a long preparatory course. 
And now his truth and righteous- 
ness spread abroad, oh how slowly ! 
But it is God’s plan, and we are as- 
sured that one day they will cover 
the earth, as the waters cover the 
channels of the great deep. 

—The Christian World of the 16th 
inst., announces that Rev. E. Her- 
bruck, Ph. D., one of its editors, 
will make an extensive tour through 
Europe, the Holy Land, and as far 
east as Damascus. He will sail on 
the 22d inst., and be absent four or 
five months. We wish him a safe 
voyage out, a pleasant and profitable 
tour and a safe return home. 


—How often some churches when 
looking for a pastor, are found say- 
ing: ‘‘We must have a man who 
can draw.’’ An article in Zhe Ad- 
vance gives some very truthful points 
upon this subject. It speaks of 
some who are to be drawn to the 
house of God and into the work of 
the Church: The man who enjoys 
his ease and Sunday paper, and 
must be drawn out of his slippers 
and gown thither ; those, who after 
a week’s round of dissipation, are 
“so tired’’ on Sunday morning ; 
those who have had their feelings 
hurt by something the pastor has 
said, or who have lost interest be- 
cause they could not have things all 


‘world and 


1888, 
ee own way rene the young peo- 
ple, who are eapeelally to be looked 
after and ought not to be left go 
astray, and upon whom indifferent 
parents have neglected to use their 
influence and even their authority, 


**Great,’’ the article says further, 
‘Cis the need of somebody to draw. 
But the pastor cannot do all the 
drawing. The burden is generally 
put upon him, one man. He is ex- 
pected to do what only the many 
can do. Brilliant preachers who can 
keep up a great movement, whether 
their people ‘lend a hand’ or not, 
are rare, and their successors are 
not easily found on this side of the 
sea or the other. But an earnest 
church has a power which lasts long 
after an eloquent minister is gone. 
The somebody to draw rightly means 
everybody in the church. When 
careless parents dismiss the delusion 
that they are training their children 
to go to church because they send 
them to Sunday-school to recite les- 
sons which few of them study, and 
take them along to the morning ser- 
vice ; when the whole body of mem- 
bers find time for a Week of Prayer; 
when they fill the empty seats at the 
weekly prayer-meeting and help to 
break the silence and the dullness ; 
when they. stop going with th 
et the currént in air: 
other direction, there will not be so 
much difficulty in drawing people, 
old or young. The earnestness and 
enthusiasm of numbers are more 
nearly irresistible than any other hu- 
man influence. ‘The numbers are 
already’in the church ; when they 
become willing-hearted the work 
will be done.’’ 


—_——_——— 


—The New Hampshire Yournal, 
a Congregationalist paper, puts forth 
no vain words about the religious or 
church paper when it says : 


“The presence of a good religi- 
ous’ newspaper, visiting a family 
every week, bringing more or less 
choice religious thought, selected or 
original, is an educating and Chris- 
tianizing agency. It is profitable 
for the older members, making them 
acquainted with current religious 
thought, and what is transpiring in 
connection with the upbuilding of 
Christ’s kingdom in the world. It 
is good for the young members, 
forming in them a taste for profita- 
ble reading, and giving them many 
thoughts, suggestions and facts re- 
specting a right life and work for 
God. No family can dispense with 
a religious weekly newspaper with- 
out loss. It fills a place in family 
culture all its own. It adds some- 
thing to the intelligence and better 
life of every household where it is 
constantly welcomed and read. Its 
cost is very small in comparison 
with the benefit actually derived 
from it. Itis always welcomed as 
an esteemed visitant in the most in- 
telligent Christian households, Its 
presence there is the evidence, and 
in part, the cause, of their intelli- 
gence. , 


—_ 


—lIt is known to some of our rea- 
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ders, that the. committee eveqidinted 
by the last General Synod to com- 
pile a Hymnal for the Church is ac- 
tively at work. The members of 
the committee met recently in Eas- 
ton, Pa., (the second meeting.) The 
Easton Free Press gives the follow- 
ing episode that occurred during 
their stay there. It will be enjoyed 
by the many who know the brethren 
named. 


A Lirrie Too PERSONAL.—The 
ministers can see a funny thing, too, 
once in a while, and on a clear day. 
The other evening, after the special 
services held in the Third Street 
Reformed Church in connection with 
the meeting of the Hymnal Com- 
mittee appointed by the General Sy- 
nod of the Reformed Church, the 
three visiting clergymen, the Revs. 
Hibshman, Hoffheins and Schick, 
together with some of the local bre- 
thren, gathered in the parlor of the 
parsonage for a little social chat. 
One of the visitors, Rev. Mr. Hoff- 
heins, had preached, the other two 
conducting the services. Just be- 
fore the text was announced, Rev. 
Mr. Schick withdrew from the chan- 


cel to a pew, in order the better to 
face the preacher and enjoy the ser- 


alone in the chancel, just below the — 
pulpit. The preacher announced 
his text, and began his discourse by 
saying, ‘‘ There is an old and fami- 
liar hymn, which says, ‘ Religion is 
the chief concern of mortals here 
below.’ ”’ 

When the ministers assembled in 
Pastor Kieffer’s parlor, after the 
service, Dr. Hibshman said : ‘‘ Bre- 
theen, I have been greatly insulted. 
I demand an apology of Brother 
Hoffheins for pointing me out so 
before all the people. He said ‘re- 
ligion is the chief concern of mortals 
here below.’ I was alone in the 
chancel, right below the pulpit, and 
he looked right down at me, and 
rapped on the pulpit, and empha- 
sized the words ‘ here dclow,’ so that 
I felt sure he meant me. I demand 
an apology.’’ 

‘‘T knew he would do it! I knew 
he would do it!’ exclaimed Brother 
Schick, ‘‘and that's the reason I 
left the chancel and got out of his 
way.’ 

‘‘ Next time,’’ continued Dr. Hibsh- 
man, ‘‘I willgoup into the gallery.’”’ 


__ 


—Some one has directed public 
attention to the fact, that the pre- 
sent year of grace (1888) has a one 
and three-eights in it, and being of 
a mystical tendency of mind he 
thinks they constitute a symbol of 
the Trinity. To this we would say 
there ought to be no objection. It 
would, doubtless tend to promote 
our edification if we were in this 
way reminded of that mystery of 
mysteries, the Three-in-One, as 
often as we write a letter or receive 
one from our friends. A spider once 
encouraged a Scottish chleftain in a 
trying period of his career. 
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Poetry. 
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DIVINE HELP. 


—_——— 


From the German, by Rev. G. C. Gardner, 
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Thus far hath God me safely borne 
In goodness without limit ; 

Thus far hath He at night and morn 
Preserved my heart and spirit. 

Thus far He all my joys supplied, 

Departing never from my side ; 
Thus far ’twas He who helped me, 


Thanks, heartfelt hear and praise in song 
For Thy paternal favor, 

Which Thou, O God, my whole life long 
Hast proven daily ever. 

Engraved upon my heart shall be: 

The Lord hath done great things for me; 

Thus far ’twas He who helped me. 


And help me still true Guardian mine, 
Help me each moment spending ; 

In every place lend help benign, 
Help by my Saviour bleeding ; 

Then, till death come, my song shall be: 

A faithful Lord to me is He: 

He'll help as he hath helped me. 

—A, J. Duchess of Schwarzburg-Rudol- 

stadt. 1637-1706. 


aa Any cld subscriber sending us the 
Mame of a new subscriber and $350 in 
cash will recetve credit for one year on his 
own subscription. 


Communications. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 


THE HUMAN IN THE TEMP- 
TATION OF CHRIST. 


BY PROF. T.G. APPLE, D.D., LL.D, 


It was the God-man who was 
tempted in the wilderness. He was 
tempted through his humanity as 
the organ through which he acted 
here as in all other acts of his life. 
Just.as we may say it was the per- 
son, the God-man, one person in two 
natures, who suffered on the cross, 
so that the divine as well as the hu- 
man suffered, yet his humanity was 
the organ’ through , which, or in 
which, he suffered, so we may say 
of the temptation in the wilderness. 
Therefore we may contemplate the 
truly human side in the temptation, 
which means, that he received the 
temptation in his human intelli- 
gence and will, and through these 
acting freely and without constraint 
he overcaine it in that epoch of his 
life. The divine was active, of 
course, yet not in such a way as to 
interfere with the freedom of his hu- 
man will. 

This temptation was necessary 
for the unfolding of his character as 
a sinless man, and also in his char- 
acter as the Messiah. He was liable 
at any time, or: occasion, to be 
tempted, that is, he was required 
constantly to choose between a true 
and a false Messiahship, and there- 
fore it was required that he should 
make this choice once for all at the 
beginning of his official work. 

The carnal Jews had fashioned in 
their minds a false scheme for this 
work, a scheme which had for its 
object a worldly kingdom and a 
worldly king. ‘Their idea of their 
Messiah was that he was to exalt 
himself in worldly honor and glory, 


and by this exaltation elevate them 
also above all other nations of the 
earth. This idea became all the 
more fixed in their minds and hearts 
because they were now: under Ro- 
man domination, under the power 
of the uncircumcised. Gentiles, 
whom they hated and despised. 
And this accounts for their bitter 
hatred of Christ when he disap- 
pointed their fondest hopes and ex- 
pectations. 


Our Lord evidently understood 
this expectation on their part. He 
saw that the true spiritual kingdom 
he came to establish was directly 
contrary to their scheme. It re- 
quired self-abnegation and_ self- 
sacrifice on his part, for he came not 
todo his own will, but the will of 
Him that sent him. He must reverse 
the order of human life by making 
the spiritual supreme over the carn- 
aland worldly. The only way to 
realize his own holy character was, 
according to his teaching afterward, 
to lose his life in order to gain it, 
by an utterly unselfish devotion to 
the will of his Father, in opposition 
to a life of carnal, worldly, enjoy- 
ment. The kind of redemption the 
world required was one of sacrifice, 
because in no other way could self 
and the world be given up, and the 
honor and glory of God be made 
supreme. He knew what bitter- 
ness of persecution this would bring 
upon him from his own countrymen 
and people; how they would be dis- 
appointed with his ideal of holiness 


Jand purity, nis humility” and sett 


sacrifice. He had not lived thirty 
years of his life in communion with 
his Father, and in meditating upon 
His word, without reaching a 
knowledge of what his life-work 
was to be. How fully in all its de- 
tails all this was as yet revealed 
to him we need not know. It suf- 
fices to know that in all its funda- 
mental principles it stood outlined 
before him. 


Now the temptation as it came to 
him in the wilderness was to test his 
choice of such a life-work, involv- 
ing suffering of the utmost intensi- 
ty, or a lifeof self-will and of world- 
ly happiness. But how could one 
who was sinless, who had never en- 
tertained a single thought or wish 
contrary to his Father’s will, be 
tempted by the shadow of a thought 
or inclination contrary to that will. 
This possibility lay in that human 
nature which he had assumed, and 
it came in such a specious form as 
to appear to be consistent with 
obedience to God, it came in the 
form of an angel of light. The 
temptation to our first parents in the 
garden of Eden was, ‘‘ye shall be 
as gods,’’ that they could choose 
the pleasure set before them in 
place of obedience to the command 
and will of God, and yet be happy. 
So the suggestion to Christ was that 
he could choose his own way of per- 
forming miracles to save himself 
from suffering, and commit himself 
ina false way to the protection of 


‘God, and even attain to the head- 


ship of a world-empire, and yet be 


tte Messiah, No such thought, in-!yet awaitel him in another form in 
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deed, was suggested by his own 
mind, it came from without, from an 
evil foreign source, yet there were 
natural human conditions in him 
which rendered the temptation pos- 
sible and real. Just as these condi- 
tions rendered it possible for him to 
suffer as no other one ever suffered 
when his hour was come, so now it 
was possible for him to feel the force 
of the temptation in the depths of 
his nature, and it required power in 
the struggle with evil to overcome 
it and repel it from him. 


He had the power to overcome it, 
posse. non peccare, as it has been 
phrased in Latin, the ability not to 
sin. In exercising this power he 
acted freely through his human in- 
telligence, enlightened by the di- 
vine will, yet not so as to be coer- 
ced, but left free. Just here lies 
the mystery of the temptation. We 
do not propose to attempt to explain 
it. All that we urge and emphasize 
is, that our Lord resisted the temp- 
tation in the free exercise of all his 
human faculties, that is, as true 
man as wellas truly divine. And 
we emphasize this over against the 
Gnostic view, that the temptation 
was only in appearance and not real. 
For if we think of Christ as only di- 
vine, then the question arises, how 
can God be tempted? Yet so the 
temptation is often regarded. In 
opposition to such a view we must 
remember that Christ was not omni- 
scient in his human nature (unless 


we adopt the Lutheran communica- 
tto taiomatum), but had to~cail into 


exercise his knowledge of te scrip- 
tures in order to unmask the subtle 
error and falsehood hidden in the 
temptation ; he had to maintain the 
integrity of his knowledge of divine 
truth. Moreover he had to exert 
his will in order to stand unsmirched 
by the pollution in the enticing 
words of the tempter. The possi- 
bilities and conditions for a wrong 
decision were present in his natural 
human qualities and attributes, but 
he held all these, with a firm hand, 
in entire subserviency to the will of 
his Father. We cannot penetrate 
the depths of the mystery, but we 
know that it was no light temptation 
launched against him by all the cun- 
ning and enticement of the prince of 
the world of darkness. The mys- 
tery in resisting the evil one here 
is of like character with that of the 
suffering he endured to redeem man 
from sin and death. 

He came forth victorious from the 
trial like a mighty conqueror, with 
his life of communion with God and 
holy beings uninterrupted, for im- 
mediately angels came and minis- 
tered unto him. ‘The temptation 
was of a representative character. 
It gathered up in the test, on the 
one side, all that he had developed 
in his previous life as to his charac- 
ter and office as the Messiah, and on 
the other hand all the subtlety and 
malignity of the realm of evil as re- 
presented in Satan, itshead. It was 
an epoch in his life and work. No 
other such an one could now come 
to him, except that the same ordeal 


his suffering. Temptations met him, 
indeed, at every step in his path- 
way, but they were the same in 
principle with the ones he had over- 
come in the wilderness, and there- 
fore they no longer had the power 
to interrupt him in his work. 
Perhaps if we had taken up and 
considered each of the temptations 
it would have thrown more light 
upon the truth we have tried to un- 
fold, viz., the truly human element 
in our Saviour’s victory over them. 
but that would have extended the 
limits set for this article. We trust 
what we have written may serve the 
purpose we had in view, which will 
become clearer in some further arti- 
cles on the same general subject. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 


HIS NAME IS PRECIOUS. 


BY REV..M. H. SANGREE, 


He whom the Father gave usis | 


called by him who sent him Jesus, 
because he saveth his people from 
their sins. To the ungodly, the 
sinner and the professed unbeliey- 
ers, this blessed name is as nothing, 
and is often, to such, an object of 
intense hatred. There are some 
too, strange as it may appear, who 
‘“have tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious’’ to whom this name is not 
the dearest of all names. 

These persons, though members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ, show 
by their continued indulgence in 
palpable sins, by their lack of 


enthusiasm for Jesus; by theirfeeble 


imitation of his life, and their want 
of humility that they have never 
realized as they should, the ‘‘ ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin,’” the ex- 
cellence of the righteousness Christ 
brought to earth, nor the fact that 
Jesus is the Saviour to save us, not 
im our sins, but from our sins. These 
know but little of a broken and a 
contrite heart, and scarcely know 
what it is to love the Saviour. It 
is not they who sing with the heart, 
“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer’s ear!” 

But to a multitude that none but 
God can number, who have been 
redeemed from sin, renewed in the 
likeness of the glorified Saviour, 
illuminated and sanctified by his 
Spirit, who daily in word*and in 
deed renounce the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil, and follow Jesus, and 
keep his commandments, his name 
is precious. 

These loving, honest hearts never 
forget and never want to forget the 
wormwood and the gall of sin. They 
realize, as the less faithful do not, 
that sin is not only a horrid disease 
and a bondage to evil, but a rebel- 
lion as well, that great guilt attaches 
to the soul that sinneth, that God is 
justly offended with sinners, that by 
nature they were dead in tresspasses 
and in sins, without hope and with- 
out God in the world, and that Jesns 
and only Jesus has saved them from 
their sins and brought them to God. 
To them 
‘“‘His name yields the sweetest perfume, 

And sweeter than music His voice.” 


' These favorites of the King are 
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led by him nearer and nearer to God 
and are made in him more and more 
like God. Sinis dying in them and 
the life of thankfulness is trinmph- 
ing in them. Growth in grace is 
bringing to their hearts greater 
knowledge of God and divine 
things and an ever increasing de- 
light and joy in the heavenly life. 
Faith and love grow stronger, hope 
grows brighter, peace becomes as a 
river, and obedience to the will of 
God a greater delight. 

Their spiritual life purified in his 
purity, their vision cleared in his 
light, they every where see within 
the kingdom and household of God 
the good, the true, the beautiful, 

In his blessed communion desire 
is quickened within them, and they 
long to be like him and see him 
as he is, and to worship the King 
in the beauty of holiness. His life 
is in them, the well-spring of their 
being, and their love and hope in 
him are the inspiration of their life. 
All they have and hope to be they 
owe to him. His name to these is 
precious. How precious? None 
but those who love him know. 
His name will refresh their souls in 
death and be their song ‘in eternity. 


POE Church Work. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 


OUR FIRST FOREIGN WED- 
DING. 


Missionary Moore furnishes a de- 
scription of the Hoy-Ault marriage, 
It was a plain, quiet, common sense 
wedding, everything in accord with 
the dignity of a missionary of the 
cross. Since his arrival in Japan, 
brother Hoy has been an indefati- 
gable worker and a close student. 
Experience has taught him what he 
often read in God’s holy book : ‘‘It 
is not good for man to be alone.’’ 
And now dear brother and sister, 
allow me in the name of the Board 
of Foreign Missions to repeat the 
blessing : ‘‘God the Father, God 
the Son, God the Holy Ghost, bless, 
preserve, and keep you; the Lord 
mercifully with his favor look upon 
you, and fill you with all spiritual 
benediction and grace, that ye may 
so live together in this life, that in 
the world to come ye may have life 
everlasting. Amen.’’ 

A. R. BARTHOLOMEW, Sect’y. 

Pottsville, Pa., Feb’y 8, 1888. 


A little more than two years ago, 
three young single missionaries 
sailed from America as missionaries 
to Japan. Two of these were mis- 
sionaries of the Presbyterian Church 
South, and the other was our be- 
loved brother, W. E. Hoy. But 
time, even two years, brings many 
changes. The two young men of 
the Presbyterian Church have both 
been married and are settled in their 
own homes in different parts of the 
empire. And on last Tuesday eve- 
ning, December 27th, 1887, the third 
of these three missionaries, Rev. 
W. E. Hoy, was also married to 
Miss Mary B. Ault of the Girls’ 
School at Sendai. 


It had been decided that the wed- 
ding ceremony should take place at 
Sendai, the home of the bride and 
groom, but on further inquiry it was 
learned that according to the laws 
of the United States as pertaining to 
Japan, the wedding ceremony of 
United States citizens, to be truly 
legal and valid, must take place in 
the presence of the Consul General 
of the United States, residing at the 
port of Yokohama. To secure the 
presence of said official at so remote 
a place as Sendai is both difficult 
and expensive ; so it was decided to 
go to Yokohama or Tokio and have 
the ceremony at some place near to 
his residence. 

The Union Church of Yokohama 
was first mentioned as a suitable 
place. Finally Mrs. Miller of the 
Dutch Reformed Mission, No. 29 
Tsukiji, very kindly invited the 
wedding to her house. The day pre- 
vious, Miss Poorbaugh, Kitty, the 
bride and myself went to Yokohama 
where we met brother Hoy who had 
gone several days ahead to meet 
brother Schneder and wife on their 
landing at Yokohama, and to make 
the necessary arrangements for the 
wedding. On the evening in ques- 
tion, we all, the whole Reformed 
mission, with the exception of Mrs. 
Moore, who was unable to be pre- 
sent, met at the house of Rev. E. R. 
Miller. Here we were met by quite 
a large number of friends, mostly 
missionaries and their wives of the 
United Church of Christ in Japan, 
whom Mrs. Miller had invited as 
guests to the wedding. 

In the presence of these, some 
thirty people, our dear brother Wil- 
liam and sister Mary were united in 
holy wedlock., The writer, assisted 
by brother D. B. Schneder, performed 
the ceremony according to the order 
as given in the Directory of Wor- 
ship. Many were the congratula- 
tions and kind wishes expressed to 
this highly esteemed couple. 


After the company had partaken 
of some refreshments provided so 
bountifully by the kind hostess, the 
bride and groom, attended by the 
rest of the mission, returned by a 
late train to Yokohama, and the 
next day left for a few days’ sojourn 
at a famous winter health resort, 
called Atomi. By the 6th inst., they 
will return to Sendai, and at their 
own homie receive the congratula- 
tions of their foreign and Japanese 
friends of Sendai. 

We believe that we are expressing 
the sentiments of the whole Church 
when we wish our dear brother and 
his estimable wife all happiness and 
joy in the Lord. I am convinced 
that it wasnot good for our brother 
to have been alone so long as he 
was. Now that he has a worthy 
and loving helpmeet, we bespeak 
for him a new lease of life, increased 
happiness and greater usefulness 
than he could possibly have had as 
a single man. 

As to increased happiness nothing 
need be said. Other things being 
equal, this is the case all the world 
over. Even on this side of the 
globe where many things are done 
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in the reverse order, the happiness 
which comes with married life and 
the establishing of a Christian home 
is zot the reverse. Asto greater in- 
fluence and more usefulness, because 
of the conditions of society here in 
this country, and because of certain 
notions that obtain here among this 
people, a single man is decidedly at 
a disadvantage. Avenues of work 
and opportunities for intercourse 
with the people open up to him be- 
ing married that are not found while 
he is single. 

It was doubly pleasant to have 
brother Schneder and wife with us 
on this occasion. They are now 
in Sendai, having arrived in com- 
pany with the writer on New Year’s 
day. Before leaving Yokohama they 
bought their furniture ; a house has 
been rented for them, and ere long 
they will be settled in their new 
home, ready to enter upon new du- 
ties, and what, we hope and pray, 
may be a long career of great use- 
fulness and service in bringing this 
nation to Christ. 

The mission feels strengthened in 
having him here. We thank the 
Board and Church for sending him 
to us, and assure them that he will 
be of great service. Now just send 
another man along for Yamagata, 
and we will be in good working or- 
der. Who will be the next? When 
will he come? May it indeed be 
very soon.. Yours in Christ, 

J. P. Moore. 


4a- Amy old subscriber sending us the 
subserib-x amd $3.50 tm 
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THE NEW HYMN BOOK—A 
WORD TO THE COMMITTEE. 


The announcement made by the 
committee in the MESSENGER a few 
weeks ago, of progress in their 
work, was read by many with pain 
and great disappointment. Read- 
ing between the lines, the report 
indicates that the ruling idea of the 
committee seems to be the getting 
together of a large mass of so-called 
sacred poetry, without regard to its 
fitness for the service of the sanctu- 
ary.. The desire seems to be, to 
meet the taste and expectation of 
every body, so that no one may 
complain of the omission of a favor- 
ite hymn, which not unfrequently 
turns out not to be a hymn in any 
proper sense of the word. The 
writer well remembers how much 
complaint was made on this score 
against ‘‘Hymns for the Reformed 
Church,’’ by ministers who ought 
to know better. What the Church 
needs (and will have soon or late) is 
a book of genuine hymns, all of 
which may be sung ¢ru/y to the 
praise of God, and not mixed up 
with these bits of sentimental re- 
ligious poetry, with pulpit exhorta- 
tions and dogmatic statements in 
practical forms. The collection 
should indeed be such that no min- 
ister could make a'mistake, even in 


a hurried selection. Itis sad to say 
it, but it is only zoo true, that there 
are ministers who, (whether from 
carelessness, or ignorance, matters 
not), will announce (as the writer 
has heard them, do), as to be 
sung to the praise of God the fol- 
lowing: 

Hasten; O sinner, to be wise 

And stay not for the morrow’s sun, 


or 
Sister, thou wast mild and lovely, 
Gentie as the summer’s breeze, 


or 

Come ye sinners, poor and needy 
and many others of like character, 
utterly lacking the element of a 
true and genuine hymn. 

Surely if the singing of hymnsis an 
integral and highly important part 
of the worship of the sanctuary, the 
book from which we sing should 
make it impossible, that the wor- 
shipping congregation ‘could be 
cheated out of the benefits: which 
accrue to devout souls from this 
part of the service, either by the 
ignorance or carelessness of the’ of- 
ficiating minister. 

But, some one will say, why raise 
objections before seeing the work of 
the committee? Simply for the 
reason that there is a wide-spread 
disposition, any one’ may easily 
verify for himself, to indulge in 
very large collections forhymns (so- 
called) without regard to their fit- 
ness for the purpose of public wor- 
ship. One need only examine 
cursorily the recent bulky collec- 
tions of the Methodist and Presby- 
terian Churches, to discover how 
many of them are utterly unfit to 
be used as Christian hymns, and yet 
they are used (carelessly or ignor- 
antly), simply because they have a 
place in an authorized book, to the 
spiritual hurt or loss (at least) of 
those who are cheated into the pre- 
sumption that they are engaged in 
an act of worship. The writer 
hazards little in saying that it would 
be extremely difficult to find more 
than 600 (if so many) hymns in the 
English language that any one, who 
understands the requirements of 
public worship, would be willing to 
incorporate in a church hymn book. 
Why not then, (to say nothing of 
keeping down the expense of pub- 
lication, involved in a large collec- 
tion) both as educational as regards 
the end of singing in the worship of 
the sanctuary, and as furnishing 
only proper vehicles for Christian 
worship, limit our collection to 
hymns ¢hat are hymns. 

The committee also announces 
that the miscellaneous, collection is 
to be very large. Why? It is cer- 
tainly difficult to understand. For 
such occasions as come only once a 
year as Thanksgiving day, harvest 
home, etc., and others, such as 
corner-stone laying, church dedica- 
tion, communion, confirmation, bapt- 
ism, etc., certainly a few hymns, 
thoroughly well adjusted to the 
significance of the service, would be 
farmore desirable, as they would 
more certainly be sting on these 
respective occasions by all our peo- 
ple, and thus prove wonderfully 
educational, as regards unity of 
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thought, feeling and action. And 
as for funeral occasions, which 
came more frequently, surely the 
selections for Easter Eve and Easter 
should furnish all that could be 
desired in the burial of the blessed 
dead who died in the Lord, thus 
doing away with the need of more 
than a very few hymns of a more 
general character for the burial of 
others. 

But more serious than all else in 
the committees’ announcement, is 
that which concerns the arrange- 
ment of the hymns, This, we are 
told, is to be after the order of the 
Church year, which, however, is 
immediately qualified by the ex- 
prsssion—‘‘in a general way xot dy 
days, but by seasons.’’ ‘This pro- 
posed method is regarded by many 
as a very great misfortune and a 
movement backward of the most 
serious consequeuce. The Reform- 
ed Church, of all other churches in 
this country, was the first to adopt 
hymns to the respective Sunday, 
(thus dominating the worship of the 
week) in the onward movement of 
the Church year. While perhaps 
it may be claimed that the Church 
has not given any formal or legisla- 
tive sanction to this particular classi- 
fication of hymns, yet the extensive 
use of Dr. Harbaugh’s Sunday- 
school Hymn Book and the widely 
extended adoption of ‘‘ Hymns for 
the Reformed Church,’’ both of 
which are marked by this feature, in 
connection with the fact that the 
Eastern_and Western liturgies and 
more recently the Directory of Wor- 
ship, have received the sanction of 
the entire Church with the adjust- 
ment of gospel and epistle lessons, 
and collects for all the Sundays of 
the year, all with great certainty, 
indicates that the mind of the 
Church is undivided with regard to 
the fitness and great spiritnal value 
of this arrangement. Indeed the 
writer is not aware that there has 
been any serious objection in any 
direction, to the incorporation of 
the Church year, and its adaptations 
of special lessons and’ devotions to 
the successive Sundays in the wor- 
ship of the Church. What possible 

-objection then can there be to a 
similar adjustment of the hymns to 
be sung? Logical consistency, it 
would seem, demands that the ar- 
rangement should be complete, in 
its adaptations of hymns also and 
that the whole service should be 
made to converge in the unity of all 
its parts to a single focus of impres- 
sion, 

It is barely possible, the com- 
mittee may say, that there is noth- 
ing in the Church year movement, 
as this mirrors the order of Divine 
revelation beyond the general fes- 
tival ideas, and supremely nothing 
beyond Trinity Sunday. If such be 
the fact there can be no further dis- 
cussion of the subject. 


It is, however, generally admitted 
by those who have given any atten- 
tion to the matter, that the Church 
year movement has, in both its 
hemispheres (Advent to Whitsun- 
day and from Trinity to Advent) 


well marked and clearly defined 
lessons, which the pastor would do 
his people the highest and most 
valuable service in his power, by 
impressing in the use of all possible 
helps, upon their minds and hearts. 
The objective movement of Divine 
revelation, as this is reflected in 
the order of service from Advent to 
Whitsunday, needs to be supple- 
mented by the subjective movement 
of this same revelation, as it enters 
into the life of the individual and of 
the world. Consequently this hem- 
isphere has its own peculiar and 
most significant lesson, bearing upon 
the practical details of the Christ- 
ian life, and the work and destiny of 
the Christian Church, as these 
standin the attitude or posture of 
looking for and hasting the second 
coming of the Lord. 

In aword (for there is no room 
for any discussion of the subject 
here) to those who apprehend or 
rather have been apprehended by 
the movement of Divine revelation, 
as reflected in the Church year, the 
lessons and devotions, with their 
peculiar closings of its second half 
(Trinity to Advent) as under the 
guidance of faith, they lead us ever 
onward towards the final Epiphany 
or Parousia of our Lord, are, of the 
very highest importance for the 
cultivation of a fully well-rounded 
cultivation of the Christian life. 

But just here, as the writer is of 
the opinion, comes in the difficulty. 
On all hands, confessedly, the sec- 


‘ond half of the Church year is not 


so well understood as the first—not, 
however, because it will not readily 
yield its rich and significant les- 
sons to earnest, devotional study, 
but because for some inexplicable 
reason it has simply been shameful- 
ly neglected. Yet for one who goes 
earnestly to work, who begins at 
the beginning, there will come 
gradually glimmerings of light, 
which grow brighter with each an- 
nual revolution towards the full 
comprehension of its most precious 
teachings, and just because of this 
condition of things, it is all the 
more needful, that the hymns we 
sing on the Sundays should help us 
onward in the apprehension of these 
things for the use of onr daily life, 
which belong to individual Christ- 
ian progress and the evolution of the 
life of Christ in the healing of the 
world. : 

The study and labor therefore 
required in the adjustmentof hymns 
to the lessons and devotions of the 
Trinity season is something appalling 
in its magnitude and severity, but the 
committee, who have accepted this 
important trust will surely not be 
deterred by any such considerations 
from making such a book as our 
needs demand. The thing can now 
be done much more easily. and suc- 
cessfully than was the case with 
Dr. Harbaugh’s Hymn Book and 
‘‘ Hymns for the Reformed Church.’’ 
These are the first attempts. in this 
direction, and have cleared the way 
for something better, so that this 
committee now have it in their 
power to render such service to the 


Church as is rarely offered to any of 
her children. 

It is hoped, therefore, by many, 
that there will be no step backward 
in the preparation of this hymn 
book, but that there shall be a full 
and complete adjustment of hymns 
to the lessons and devotions of each 
Sunday. There is no reason for 
great haste in this work. Let the 
committee take all the time neces- 
sary for the proper performance of 
so important an undertaking, and 
finally as the arrangement insisted 
upon in this article, would meet the 
wants of those who have become 
accustomed to it in the use of Dr. 
Harbaugh’s Book and ‘‘ Hymns for 
the Reformed Church,’’ for all such 
as are otherwise disposed, a careful- 
ly prepared index of subjects and 
jirst lines, will enable any one to 
find such hymns as he may desire. 

* 
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SKETCHES OF GERMAN HOME 
AND CHURCH LIFE.—NO. 4. 


BY GEORGE MERLE ZACHARIAS, 


The Rhineland: Katserswerth Dea- 
coness House and Pastor Fliedner. 


Strange to say a second outcast 
soon appeared, and was as kindly 
received and befriended as Mina 
had been. Gradually the work, 


which had grounded itself in that| 


most holy of all Christian graces, 
Charity, passed from a passion flow- 
er of suffering to an Easter bloom 
of triumph, and the mustard seed 
has become a great tree. It were 
not possible in these few lines to tell 
of the wondrous growth of this the 
mother-house of modern deaconess 
work; but, as one sojourns a few 
days under the eaves of this 
Christian fortress of charity, and, as 
guest of the good deaconess, has 
the freedom of the establishment 
extended him, one feels that the 
presence of the Lord Christ is here 
in manifold measure. As the guest 
of the deaconess-house, one has had 
the possibility of seeing the inner 
working of this oasis of Christian 
charity. So interesting is it to sit 
in the ward over which the good 
deaconess Marie presides, and 
breathing the air of this centre of 
Christian philanthropy, to write of 
the same to those of the same holy 


faith across the great waters. 


Returning to Germany from the 
Alpine heights of €-witzerland, the 
foot tourist was most kindly greeted 
by the venerable deaconesses Rosa 
and Barbara, who have for thirty 
years served their heavenly Master 
by deeds of love and words of com- 
fort to the sick and needy. In the 
absence of the mother superior, who 
was visiting her aged mother, Frau 
pastor Fliedner, I was conducted 
through the institution by the culti- 
vated and highly educated dea- 
coness, Schwester Rosa Bertram. 
The buildings are so extensive and 


numerousin size and use, that a des- 


cription must be general. 


To the 
little summer-house where pastor 
Fliedner began his work, the good 
deaconess Rosa led me, and it seem- 
ed to me a sanctuary of pious con- 
secration. Here the first Protestant 
deaconess, Sister Gertrude, be- 
friended Mina, the first inmate, and 
here she nursed the first sick folk. 
Nestled in the parsonage yard the 
humble roof of this unpretentious 
house, Seems more majestic in lone- 
liness than the vaulted arches of a 
castle ; here sat the good deaconess 
Gertrude, and, no doubt, often won- 
dered what the nature of her work 
and mission was; hither came pas- 
tor Fliedner with spiritual comfort 
and paved the way for her reforma- 
tion of life: the disciples worked 
and the holy Master was giving the 
increase. 

In the adjoining parsonage yard 
pastor Fliedner passed through all 
the discouraging stages of charitable 
endeavor, and overcame all difficul-_ 
ties in the name and strength of Him 
whom he served. Here he planned 
his work, and laying his scheme 
before his Lord, awaited an answer. 
The zeal, simplicity and childlike 
faith of pastor Fliedner, gradually 
developed and matured what he in 
love began. Means were provided 
and houses erected as the needs of 
charity demanded: and thus came 
the answer. Thus he worked until 
the Master called him home to re- 
ceive his reward. Not by the side 
of his first wife did he wish to be 
buried, but in the midst of the 
graves Of the aeaconesses; “whose ~ 
lives he had moulded and guided. 
Such a restful spot is the‘ Gottes- 
Akre,’’ where he lies buried. Dea- 
coness Rosa led me to his grave, 
and as we, in silence stood at its foot, 
the memory of this Christian work- 
er was hallowed ; and, as deaconess 
Rosa handed me an ivy leaf fresh - 
from his tomb, we wended our way 
thence to the grave of the deaconess 
Frederika, (who, five years ago, be- 
friended and nursed the writer, 
when suddenly taken sick in the 
Rhineland). At her grave let us 
be silent, as it is only three months 
since she entered the paradisaic rest 
and in silent peace awaits the full 
fruition of the heavenly chorus. 
Flowers are still placed on her 
grave and the ivy is newly planted 
there: the one a symbol of her life 
and the other of her hope. ‘‘ And 
how I long. to go, where the Lord 
the vineyard keeps, and where the 
purple clusters grow.”’ 


Selected. 


RECENT PHASES OF CHURCH 
UNITY. 


The Bishops’ Position—Presbyterian 
Union—The Outlook for Unity. 


BY THE REV. W. J. R. TAYLOR, D.D, 


It is said that Christian Unity and 
Church Union are ‘‘in the air.’”’ “Is 
there any way by which they can be 
incorporated and assimilated in- 
“the body of Christ’’ on earth. It 
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is said that spiritual unity already 
exists ; that this is the only possible 
unity; that the churches are not 
ready for anything more than this. 
But if so whence come the many 
discussions, projects and movements 
towards actual union which. now 
compel attention? Are these only 
so many ‘‘ castles in the air?’ Time 
was, within this generation, when it 
was the staple of anniversary 
speeches and resolutions, and con- 
fined almost entirely to the good 
voluntary societies, and relegated to 
the millennium. Now it takes on 
ecclesiastical forms and proportions ; 
and the great evangelizing works. of 
the age, and the unity and the 
aggressive power of the ‘‘ enemies 
of the Cross of Christ’’ are obliging 
the Churches to stand together un- 
der his banner for the conquest of 
the world. The inspiration of this 
grand advance is like that ‘‘sound 
of a going in the tops of the mul- 
berry trees’’ in the valley of 
Rephaim, which was the signal of 
the battle that routed the Philistines, 
and established David upon his 
throne.. It is, therefore, a sign of 
the times that needs careful study 
and diligent following : 

I. Beginning this survey with 
unions already effected within our 
own period, the most important are 
those of the Presbyterians (Old and 
New School) in this country, and of 
the several branches of the same 
family in Canada. 

In each case the United Churches 
have become more catholic in spirit, 
more powerful, more evangelistic, 
more eaenest and more efficient 
than their several’ component parts 
were previously. They move with 
the momentum of greatness in num- 
bers, resources and_ spirituality. 
Their home and foreign missions, 
their educational institutions and 
other benevolent agencies are car- 
ried on with proportionate zeal, wis- 
dom and results. Their old contro- 
versies are dead and buried, old 
sores are healed, new life and a new 
spirit reign. They have greater 
reverence and respect from other 
communions, andthe lost world feels 
the ceaseless pressure of their con- 
secrated and unified forces. In both 
cases also the misgivings and fears 
of near-sighted opponents of re-un- 
ion have been happily disappointed. 
Who now within or without their 
serried ranks would wish them sep- 
arated again as they were before? 
- And what may not these mighty 
churches accomplish for Christ and 
the world in these latter days? 
Their example is before the Church 
universal, and it may be profitably 
studied by the Churches that ought 
to follow it. 

The same results have practically 
followed the re-union of the branches 
of the Methodist Church in Canada 
within the last few years, and of the 
Episcopalians in the United States, 
since the late civil war. 

Il. The most remarkable demon- 
stration in the direction of union with- 
in the last two years is that of the 
House of Bishops of the Protestant 


proposal of the House of Deputies in 
the General Convention held at Chi- 
cago, in October, 1866, to open com- 
munication with other religious bod- 
ies, and see if they were disposed ‘‘to 
promote organic unity upon the basis 
of the Apostles’ doctrine of fellow- 
ship, and in the breaking of bread 
and the prayers.’’ In their reply 
the Bishops declare : 

1. Their earnest desire that the 
Saviour’s prayer for Christian unity 
may in its deepest and truest sense 
be speedily fulfilled. 

2. Their belief that in all things 
of human ordering, or human choice, 
relating to modes of worship and 
dicipline, or to traditional customs, 
the Church which they represent is 
ready in the spirit of love and hu- 
mility to forego all preferences of 
their own. 

3. Their belief that the Church 
for which they speak does not seek 
to absorb other communions, but 
rather to co-operate with them ona 
basis of a common faith and order, 
to discountenance schism, to heal 
the wounds of the body of Christ, 
and to promote that charity which is 
the chief of Christian graces, and 
the visible manifestation of Christin 
the world. 

4. Their grief at the sad divisions 
which afflict the Christian Church 
in our own land, and their desire and 
readiness, so soon as there shall be 
any authorized response to their 
declaration, to enter into brotherly 
conference with all or any Christian 
bodies seeking the restoration of 
the organic unity of the Church, 
with a view to the earnest study of 
the conditions under which so price- 
less a blessing might happily be 
brought to pass. 

Following these preliminaries are 
these principles of unity which the 
Bishops state as essentials to its res- 
toration among the divided branches 
of Christendom, viz.: 


1. The Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments as the revealed 
word of God. 

2. The Nicene Creed as the suffi- 
cient statement of the Christian 
faith. 

3. The two sacraments, Baptism 
and the Supper of the Lord, min- 
istered with unfailing use of Christ’s 
words of institution and of the ele- 
ments ordained by Him. 

4. The Historic Episcopate locally 
adapted in the methods of its ad- 
ministration to the varying needs of 
the nations and peoples called of God 
into the unity of his Church. 

The replies of official bodies, such 
as the Presbyteries of New York 
and of New Bruswick, and the Con- 
gregational Association of.Connec- 
ticut have been eminently courteous 
and decided. They show little or 
no hesitation on accepting the first 
three of these tests. But they unan- 
imously reject the corner-stone of 
the historic Episcopate as an essen- 
tial to corporate union, valid minis- 
try, and church order and life. 

Yet it is an encouraging fact that 
overtures like these have been made 
and considered in the most kindly 


Episcopal Church, in response to a! spirit; that concessions of many mi- 


nor points of difference have been 
given, and that there is a general 
agreement that some solid ground for 
co-operation and union in common 
faith and works ought to be secured 
by all who ‘‘ keep the faith.’’ 

We come now to other and nearer 
circles of this movement. First in 
magnitude and difficulty are the 
approaches of the Presbyterian 
Churches, North and South, to- 
wards each other. What keeps them 
apart? Three principal hindran- 
ces appear: 

tst. A relic of the times of the 
late civil war; the controversy re- 
specting the spirituality of the 
Church is against all ecclesiastical 
deliverances upon political issues, 
such as were made during the rebel- 
lion by the church North. 

2d. The ecclesiastical relations of 
the negro race and their churches 
to those of the white race. 

3d. A revival of the issues that 
once separated the old and new 
school parties into two bands. 

Neither of these alleged preventa- 
tives of union has other than a transi- 
ent interest. As tothe first, both par- 
ties practically have borne their testi- 
mony and formulated their deliver- 
ances on public and national ques- 
tions over and over again within the 
last twenty-five years. 

The second, the negro question, 
will settle itself in the course of 
Providential developments. 

And as for the last, it cannot be 
forgotten that when the Southern 
Presbyterian Church was organized 
it embraced both newschool and old 
school ministers and churches—all 
of them indeed that had lived apart 
from the great division of 1837. 

The most hopeful sign of reunion 
in those bodies is the recent session 
of the Committees of the Northern 
and Southern Assemblies at Louis- 
ville, Ky., at which all the mem- 
bers were present, the sessions lasted 
three days, and were ‘‘ marked by 
the utmost frankness, freeness and 
fulness. The brethren of each com- 
mittee have learned a great deal 
from the other; errors have been 
corrected ; progress has been made. 
There has been no evasion; the 
honest effort has been to make 
everything clear.’’ Thus writes a 
leading member of the Committee 
of the Northern Church. The re- 
port will be formulated at an ad- 
journed meeting to be held at an 
early day. This looks. like practi- 
cal advancement towards a common 
goal. 

The almost unanimous decision 
of the last General Synod of the 
Reformed Church in America against 
union with the Presbyterian Church 
(North) was based upon these rea- 
sons, viz.: The whole matter was 
precipitated upon the Synod by 
premature personal discussion in 
print and by overtures from two 
classes in favor of organic union, 
while six other classes opposed it. 

There was scarcely any discussion 


of itinSynod. The conclusion was 
‘that the indications of Providence 
are not of such a nature as to make 
the present effort of some in this 
direction wise or hopeful of good to 


pearances it would be detrimental 
to peace, unity and prosperity.’’ It 
was regarded as involving the ab- 
sorption of the smaller by the larger 
body ; the stoppage of its indepen- 
dent historic testimony to the Re- 
formed system of doctrines; the 
diminution of its present benevo- 
lent work and contributions to it ; 
legal questions as to property and 
funds and institutions, and similar 
related topics. The decision was 
nem. con. Yet this same Synod 
unanimously adopted the report of 
the committee of the previous Synod 
on Union with the Reformed Church 
Inthe United States and continue 
the committee with orders to report 
next year. It also took decided 
measures to extend the principle 
and practice of actual co-operation 
in forcing missions in each of its 
fields of service, in India, China, 
and Japan; and charged its veteran 
missionary, Rev. Dr. Chamberlain, 
with the duty of presenting this 
cause to the Church assemblies in 
Great Britain on his way to India. 
The Committee of Conference on 
Union of the two Reformed Church- 
es (formerly known as ‘‘ Dutch”’ 
and ‘‘German’’) met lately in New 
York, and after very full and har- 
monious deliberations during two 
days, adjourned to meet again in 
March, in Philadelphia, and to call 
a public conference at the same time 
at which papers will be read and 
discussions invited upon the princi- 
pal subjects involved in the great 
question. Like the Conference of 
the Presbyterians at Louisville, this 
meeting was necessarily preliminary 
and preparatory to further action of 
more decided character: and the 
forward outlook is encouraging for 


some closer, if not actually organic 
union between these sisters of the 


family of the Reformed Churches. 

Another form of practical unity 
which is gaining new power among 
evangelical churches, is that of co- 
operation in foreign missions. This 
is manifested, 

rst. In the actual unofficial com- 
binations of missionaries of different 
denominations, on their fields of ser- 
vice. 

2d. In the movements for union 
and co-operation which have been 
fostered by the Alliance of the Re- 
formed churches holding the Presby- 
terian system, and which have been 
sanctioned and forwarded by the 
decisive orderings of all the princi- 
pal ecclesiastical bodies represented 
in the Alliance. 

3d. By the successful experien- 
ces of the last twenty years at Amoy 
(China), in the Tai Hos, or Great 
Council of Elders, which is their 
name for Presbytery or Classis, and 
is composed of the missionaries of 
the English Presbyterian Church 
and the Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica with the native pastors and eld- 
ers of the local churches which 
have been founded and nurtured by 
the missionaries, and 

4th. Especially by the re-organ- 
ization of the United Church of 
Christ in Japan, in which the mis- 
sionaries of the Presbyterian, Re- 
formed and Congregational Church- 
es with the native pastors and eld- 
ers, have found common ground 
upon which they have laid aside 
other differences and have become 
visibly one in Christ Jesus. 

Who knows but that this new 
‘Star in the East’’ may go before 
the churches of the world, leading 
them to actual unity in the one 
‘“Holy Catholic Church’ of the 
future? : 

Towards some such consummation 
the great councils of the ‘‘ Alliance 
of Reformed Churches holding the 
Presbyterian System,’’ and of the 
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Evangelical Alliance in Europe and 
America, and other important com- 
binations of Christian people and 
_ churches, are now opening the path- 
ways. The nineteenth century is 
going out amid these preparatory 
movements. What new period of 
unity, power and progress shall 
the twentieth century bring in for 
Christ and his Church ?—Cyhristian 
at Work. 


. The Family. 


KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH. 


Father, it is not knowledge that I ask. 
Of what Thy wisdom deems it best to 
hide; 
I ask Thee, rather, for a perfect faith, 
Content to walk in darkness by Thy side. 


I ask Thee not that I may see Thy face, 
And. know, through mortal vision, that 
Thou art: 
No; rather would I give myself to Thee, 
And feel Thy being in my inmost heart. 


And if about my pathway clouds shall rise 
Till all around be only gloom and night, 
I wou'd not ask Thee why Thou sendest 
clouds, ; 
But let. my faith look through them to 
the light. 


So when our dear ones pass beyond our 
reach, 
Though aching hearts would tain the 
mystery know, 
We ask Thee not to draw the veil aside, 
Nor to our longing eyes the future show. 


But rather would we trust them to Thy care, 
Trust that Thy love surrounds them there 
as here; 
And sometimes, through our longing and 
our ‘hope, . 
’ We dare to trust their spirits linger near: 
No, Father, ‘tis not knowledge that I ask; 
But I would have a faith more clear, 
more bright, 
Tillin the fullness of Thine own good time, 
Knowledge and faith shall both be one 
in sight. 
—Christian Register. 


THE WORDLESS BOOK. 


‘‘Mamma, here is a nice little 
square packet come for you by 
post !’’ said Minnie, as Mrs. Head- 
ly entered ‘the dining-room one 
morning. 

‘Ves ; Minnie has been turning 
it, and twisting it, and weighing 
it, and smelling it—doing everything 
except opening it,’’ said John, 
laughing. 

**T do wish to know what it is, 
though,!’’ said Minnie, shyly, ‘‘ and 
I believe John wants to see just as 
much as I do.” 

“‘T will open it soon,’’ answered 
their mother, smiling, while she 
seated herself at the head of the 
table. 

‘*Minnie is alwaysrather curious,’’ 
observed Hugh, looking up from a 
lesson he had been conning over. 

‘‘This..is something which will 
rouse your curiosity, and I will see 
who can tell me the meaning of it,’’ 
answered Mrs. Headly. 

“Then you know what it is, mam- 
ma?’’ asked Minnie. 

Her mother nodded: and when 
they had, finished breakfast, and 
their father had gone off to his busi- 
ness, Mrs. Headly took up the lit- 
tle package and began untying the 
knots. 


**Cut it,’’ said John. 

‘©Catch mother cutting a knot if 
she can undo it,’’ laughed Hugh, 
gathering his books together. 

‘It’s a good thing it is Saturday,”’ 
said John, ‘‘ or we couldn’t wait, how- 
ever curious we might beé.”’ 

‘* There, it isundone !’’ said Min- 
nie, pressing nearer. As she spoke, 
the paper fell open, and two dozen 
little square books came tumbling 
out. 

The children were going to seize 
upon them, when Mrs. Headly 
placed her hand over them, taking 
up one at the same moment, say- 
ing, ‘‘ What is this now?” 

‘“A little book,’’ said John. 

‘* Has it reading in it ?”’ 

She opened the first page, and to 
their astonishment there was no- 
thing but a page of black to be seen. 

‘““What a strange book!’ said 
Hugh. ‘‘It would not be much 
trouble to learn a page of that !’’ 

“It is a great trouble to learn 
that black page, though,’’ said his 
mother. 

Hugh peeped closer. ‘‘Let me 
read the outside, mother, perhaps it 
explains.”’ 

‘* Perhaps it does,’’ said his moth- 
er, still showing only the black page. 

‘‘ Well, what next? as we can’t 


make that out,’’ said Alice, another 
girl, who was looking on with her 
arms twined around her eldest sis- 
ter, Agnes. 

Mrs. Headly opened the next leaf, 
and they found it deep red. 

“How strange,” said" Hugh; “is 
this dificult to learn, mother ?”’ 

Mrs. Headly smiled thoughtfully, 
and answered, 

‘*Not so hard as the other ; oh, 
not half so hard.’’ 

‘‘And the next?’’ said Agnes, 
with a tender light in her eyes. 

‘‘ Pure white !’? exclaimed Alice ; 
‘‘and I believe Agnes guesses.”’ 

‘“What next, mother?’’ asked 
Hugh; ‘‘for I suppose you do not 
mean to tell us the meaning yet ?’’ 

“Gold !’? exclaimed Minnie. 
‘« How lovely it looks! Is this dif- 
ficult to learn, mamma ?”’ 

‘“Ah, no!’ said: Mrs. Headly, 
‘‘that is the easiest page of all— 
nothing but glory.’’ 

‘“Glory??’ asked the children, 
‘‘you have told us the meaning of 
the last first. Now, what is it, 
mother ?”’ 

‘‘ What does the black remind 
you of, dears?’’ she asked, in 


answer to their eager look. 


‘*Night,’’ ‘‘ discomfort,’’ ‘‘ blind- 
ness,’’ ‘‘ being lost,’’ suggested sev- 
etal of them. 

‘“Yes,’’ said Mrs. Headly, ‘* but 
anything else ?”’ 

‘“Is it sin} mamma?’’ asked Agnes. 

** Yes, my dear children—it is sin. 
The black is sin—‘hopless night,” 
‘discomfort,’ ‘blindness,’ ‘being 
lost,’—-all you have said summed 
up in that one dark page, sin.”’ 

‘“ Now, I guess,’’ exclaimed, John, 
hastily, ‘‘the red is blood. Oh, I 
guess now.’’ 

“The blood of Jesus, the Son of 
God. Nothing else can take the sin 


away. But that cax: yes, the blood 


is easier to read than the sin, isn’t, 
it dears?”’ 

*‘T don’t see why,’’ said Hugh, 
looking puzzled. 

‘*Do you not think it is hard to 
feel that we are utterly black and 
sinful, no good in us at all?”’ 

“Oh, mamma !”’ 

‘But turn over the page, and the 
blood shuts out all remembrance of 
the sin. The Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 

‘“ How beautiful,’’ said Agnes. 

Their mother turned to the next 
page and went on. 

“Then, when the blood has 
cleansed us, what are we?”’ 

‘“Whiter than snow,’’ said Min- 
nie, reverently. 

‘That is right, little Minnie, and 
I think the white reminds us of two 
or three things. Can you suggest 
them, children?’’ 

‘“How pure we ought to be!’’ 
said Agnes. 

‘‘ Yes, and how pure heis,’’ an- 
swered the mother. 

‘« * These are they that have wash- 
ed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb,’’’ said 
Alice. ‘That was our text. last 
Sunday.”’ 

‘“So it was, and the end of it 
introduces us to our final page, and 
that lasts forever.’’ T 

‘“Gold,’’ said Minnie. 

‘*Glory,’’ said Hugh. 

‘‘Everlasting glory, all joy and 
light for evermore. All purchased 
for us by that one page which cost 
him his -life’s blood... Now,.dear 
children, repeat over to me the les- 
sons of this little book, that we may 
all remember them together : 

“ Black—Red—White—Gold.’’ 

The children repeated the words 
as their mother turned the pages, 
and then she added: Sin—Blood— 
Righteousness—Glory. 

Mrs. Headly then passed a book 
to each of them, saying in a low 
tone, with an earnestness which 
impressed her young hearers, ‘‘ May 
all of you learn the first, take refuge 
in the second, be covered by the 
third, and share the last.’’ 

When their mother had left them, 
Minnie stood looking long and lov- 
ingly at her little treasure, as if she 
would read its wordless leaves if 
she could.—Zpiscopal Reeorder. 
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‘*PRESS ON,”’ 

This is a speech, brief, but full of 
inspiration, and opening the way to 
all victory. It solves the problem 
of all heroes ; it isthe rule by which 
to weigh rightly all wonderful suc- 
cesses and triumphal marches to 
fortune and genius. It should be 
the motto of all, old and young, 
high and low, fortunate and unfor- 
tunate, so called: ‘‘ Press on!”’ 
Never be discouraged, however 
stormy the heavens, however dark 
the way; however great the diff- 
culties and repeated the failures— 
‘“Press on !’’ If fortune has played 


false with thee to day, do thou play 
true for thyself to-morrow. If an 
unfortunate bargain has deranged 
thy business, do not fold thy arms 
and give up all as lost, but stir thy- 
self and work the more vigorously. 
Let the foolishness of yesterday 
make thee wise to-day. If another 
has been false to thee, do not thou 
increase the evil by being false to 
thyself. Do not say the world has 
lost all its poetry:and beauty ; ’tis 
not so; and even be it so, make 
thine own poetry and beauty by liv- 
ing a true, and, above all, a relig- 
ious life. 


REPEATING THE SAME 
WORDS. 


In n certain house belonging to a 
rich family, there was never any 
blessing asked at the table, and 
when the clergyman of the place 


was invited to dinner, he begged ~ 


that grace should be said, not only 
that time, but also in the future. 
This request caused some embarrass- 
ment, and a long silence, which the 
master of the house broke at length 
with the remark that the daily 
prayer at the meal-time was only a 
matter of custom, and that the re- 
petition of the same words, year 
after year, must necessarily become 
monotonous and meaningless, 

The seven-year old grandchild 
kissed his hand and said: ‘‘ Dear 
grandpa, must I not come any more 
to you every morning and say, 


‘©Good morning, ‘grandpa,’ or at 


evening, ‘Good-night, grandpa? ’”’ 
Another silence ensued, which the 
clergyman interrupted, looking at 
the child with great delight, remind- 
ing all of the words of the Psalmist, 
‘“Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings.’’ 


PUT SOME SALT IN IT. 


‘‘Mother, what makes you put 
salt in everything you cook? Every- 
thing you make, you putin a little 
salt.’” So spoke observing little 
Annie, as she stood looking on. 

‘“Well,, Annie, I!) make you a 
little loaf of bread without any salt, 
and see if you can find it out.’’ 

‘‘O mother ! it doesn’t taste a bit 
nice,’’ said she, after she had tasted 
the bread. . ) 

‘“Why not?’’ asked her mother. 

‘“You didn’t put any salt in it.”’ 

‘* Mother,’’ said Anniea day or two 


afterward, ‘‘ Jane Wells is the worst — 


girl I ever saw ; she slaps her little 
brother Johnny, and pulls his hair, 
and acts really hateful. When I 
told her it wes naughty ta do so, 
and if she would be kind to her 
brother he would be kind to her, 
she only spoke roughly to me, and 
hit himagain. Why won’tshe take 
my advice, mother?’’ 

‘‘Perhaps you didn’t put any salt 
in it. Season your words with 
grace, my child. Ask help of God 
in all you say and do, and your 
words, spoken in the spirit of Christ, 
will not fall to the ground. Don’t 
forget to put salt in, or else it won’t 
taste good.”’ , 
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Youth's Department. 


“THE DOT UPON THE I.’ 


Dr. Tyng related the following incident 
to his Sunday-school in the Epiphany 
church, Philadelphia, many years ago: 


In Russia’s far-off frozen clime 
There lived a lovely child: 

The Lord to deeds and words of love 
His tender heart inclined. 


He loved to hear his parents read 
In God’s most holy word, 

And treasured up within his breast 
The blessed truths he heard. 


This little boy was very sick, 
And when about to die 

He called his father to his side, 
And said, ‘‘I want to buy 


“‘ Bibles to send to heathen lands, 
Where they know not the Lord; 

That they may all read for themselves 
In His most holy word. 


“‘T cannot send whole Bibles there, 
Perhaps not one short word ; 

But I would like to give some help 
To spread its truths abroad, 


“Those three bright pennies in my box 
I think a type would buy 

To print in Christ’s most holy name 
The dot upon the 2.’ 


That stricken father did not fail 
Those little coins to send. 

O children, think how many coins 
In wanton waste you spend ! 


Christ will receive the smallest gift. 
When follies tempt your eye, 
Think of the little Russian boy's 
Small dot upon the z. 
— Children’s Work for Children. 


LITTLE SUNSHINE. 


BY SYDNEY DAYRE. 


““We're going skating, Susie 
Barnes and I,’’ said Nannie as she 
walked slowly through the house. 
“But I don’t know as I want to 
go.”’ 

““Why Nannie ! 
tiful day,’’ said her aunt. 
thought you liked to go skating. 

mVes-.so 1 do,’ said Nannie, 
‘but mamma says I’ve got to wear 
my old shoes and they’re such clum- 
sy old things I can’t bear to.”’ 

The whine in her voice became a 
growl before she had finished speak- 
ing, and somehow the growl seemed 
to have something to do with her 
forehead ; for if it was wrinkled be- 
fore, it was fairly tied up into a knot 
now. 

Have you ever noticed how, when 
little girls or boys get into a bad 
“temper, the bad temper seems to go 
all over them? ‘The dancing feet 
move sullenly, the dimpled hands 
are not ready for doing little loving 
deeds for any body. The light goes 
out of the pretty bright eyes and 
the lips go down at the corners, and 
the dimples—O dear ! they surely go 
up into the forehead, for you have 
seen how it will be marked and 
seamed. I never did like dimples 
in the forehead, did you? 

And the little ripple of a laugh is 
gone, and what a whine and whimp- 
er and growl have taken its place! 
Yes, you can easily see that the 
whole boy or girl is wrapped up in 
that ugly temper. 


On such a beau- 
ce il 
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What a pity ! thought Aunt Car-|/and mamma hasn’t been able to get! 


rie, as Nannie sulked and fretted. 
First it was because of the shoes, 
but she could not keep on all the 
time about one pair of shoes, so she 
soon found something else to grum- 
ble at. 

‘‘T wonder why Susie doesn’t 
come. I think it’s too bad of her 
to keep me waiting like this. We 
ought to have been off half an hour 
ago. The best part of the day is 
going. 

““There’s a hole in one of my 
mittens,’’ was the next complaint. 

‘Well, as you are waiting, it 
will be a good time to mend it,”’ 
said Aunt Carrie. ‘‘ Here is a nee- 
dle and some yarn.”’ 

‘‘T never did like to mend,’’ said 
Nannie. 

‘There are a great many things 
in the world harder than mending,”’ 
said Aunt Carrie. ‘‘ But they have 
to be done, and it is so much nicer 
to do them pleasantly, don’t you 
think so ?”’ 

“Tf I could have fixed things 
they shouldn’t have been hard,’’ 
said Nannie. 

She did not, however, refuse to 
take the needle and thread which 
Aunt Carrie offered her. But I am 
afraid the darn in her mitten must 
have looked like the knot in her 
forehead. 

“‘T know Susie’ll be here before 
it is done,’’ she said. 

But Susie did not come until the 
hole was mended and the needle put 
away. 

‘Why have you kept me waitifig 
so long?’” asked Nannie, when at 
length she came in. 

‘QO, I’m sorry,’’ said Susie, with 
a smile, ‘‘ but mamma wanted me to 
help a little with the baby. Doesn’t 
the sun shine bright and isn’t ita 
nice day? I saw a blue jay as I 
came along, and he twittered just as 
if he wanted to say, ‘Isn’t this a 
beautiful day for little girls and 
birds?’ ’? 

It would have done you good to 
look from Nannie’s face to Susie’s. 
She had surely brought in a good 
share of the sunshine with her in 
her bright little face, and the blue 
jay’s twitter could not have been 
merrier than her voice. 

And dimples! Her dimples were 
allin place, just where God meant 
they should be when He made little 
faces to be the dearest and sweetest 
things in our homes. Blue eyes, 
cheeks, lips and all went to make 
up the smile. You could feel pret- 
ty sure that mamma and baby at 
home had been left happy after the 
help of such a cheery little lassie. 

‘‘T hate to wear old shoes and old 
mittens,’’ said Nannie, still keeping 
up the grumble as she went out of 
doors, for all the clear, frosty air 
was so crisp that Susie could not 
help skipping along like a fairy. 

‘« Old shoes? You don’t call those 
old I hope ?”’ said Susie, laughing. 
‘‘ Just look at mine—they’re twice as 
bad as yours. And look,’’ she said, 
taking one little hand out from be- 
tween the buttons of herjacket. ‘‘I 
lost one of my mittens last winter 


me another pair yet, so I have to 
keep my hand covered up. But, 
don’t you see, I never have the 
trouble of taking my mitten off 
when I put on my skates, so there’s 
some good in it.’’ . 

Yes, good in everything for such 
as Susie. Even Nannie’s frowns had 
melted away before her lively chat 
and she forgot what a badly used 
little girl she was long before they 
reached the skating ground. 

And then everybody who came 
near Susie felt the influence of her 
sunny face and her loving, kindly 
ways. 

Which of these little girls would 
you wish to be like? 

Dear little children, if you have 
been in the habit of scowling and 
complaining, bringing a cloud over 
the sunshine of your home and a 
burthen on the spirit of your mother, 
or others who give you tender care, 
stop and think if you cannot do 
better. 

Turn about at once and try a 
cheery word, a bright smile or a lov- 
ing effort to do kind things for oth- 
ers. Try if all the sunshine you 
make for them does not shine back 
on your own hearts and beam out on 
your dear little faces, making them 
things of beauty and sweetness for 
any one to look on. 


PRAYER FOR THE PENNIES. 


It was a bright spring evening 
when little Polly stole softly into 


her father’s room with shoeless feet, 
and golden hair falling lightly over 


her white nightgown ; for it was bed 
time, and she had come to say ‘‘ good 
night.’’ 

‘‘Father,’’? said the little one, 
raising her blue eyes to his kind face, 
‘father, may I say my prayers be- 
side you, for mother is too ill for me 
to go to her to night ?”’ 

‘“YVes, pet,’’ he answered, tender- 
ly stroking her curly head. 

And reverently the child knelt 
down beside him, and repeating her 
evening prayer, added at the close 
with special earnestness, ‘‘ God bless 
my two pennies.’’ 

Whatcan this child mean? thought 
her father in surprise ; and when 
the little white-robed figure was 
gone, he went and asked her mother 
ifshe knew what their little daughter 
meant. 

‘“Oh, yes,’’ said the lady, ‘‘ Polly 
has prayed that prayer every night 
since she put her two pennies into 
the plate at the last missionary 
meeting.”’ 

Dear children, have you ever pray- 
ed to God for a blessing on the pen- 
nies you have put into the mission- 
ary box? If not, be sure you never 
forget to do so in the future.—Sv. 
Louis Evangelist. 


DOING AND BEING. 


A young girl had been trying to 
do something very good, and had 
not succeeded very well. Her 
friend, hearing her complaint, said : 

‘‘God gives us many things to do, 
but don’t you think he gives us 
something to be, just as well ?”’ 


‘“ Oh, dear ! tell me about Jdezng,’’ 
said Marion, looking up. ‘‘I will 
think about dezng if you will help 
vookey Pe 

Her friend answered :' 

“**God says : 

‘““Be kindly affectioned one to 
another.’ 

‘“ “Be ye also patient.’ 

‘“*Be ye not conformed to this 
world.’ 

‘“* Be ye therefore perfect.’ 

““* Be courteous.’ 

‘““ Be not wise in your own con- 
ceit.’ 

‘“* Be not overcome of evil.’ ’’ 

Marion listened, but made no re- 
ply. Twilight grew into darkness. 

The tea bell sounded, bringing 
Marion to her feet. In the firelight 
Elizabeth could see that she was 
very serious. 

“T ll have a better day to-morrow. 
I see that doing grows out of 
being.”’ 

‘“We cannot be what God loves, 
without doing what He commands. 
It is easier to do with a rush than to 
be patient, or unselfish, or humble, 
orjust, or watchful.”’ 

“‘T think it is,’? returned Marion. 
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Pleasantries. 


A FACT. 


Time moves along on rapid wheels, 
He takes us by the head and heels, 
He steals our sight and makes us lame, 
He dulls our fiery spirit’s flame: 
And, too, at last with icy breath 
He leaves us at the port of death. 
No more he now with us can do, 
No further he can take us through; 
For he himself is in a fix, 
He cannot cross the river Styx. 
— ANONYMOUS, 


Here is a sentence from Douglas 
Jerrold, worth the attention of young 
men who want to take a “short 
cut’’ into the ministry: ‘‘ Do not 
take down the shutters until you 
have something to put in the win- 
dows.”’ 


Speaking of anthems reminds me 
of the story of two old British sail- 
ors who were talking over shore ex- 
perience. One had been to a cathe- 
dral and had heard some very fine 
music, and was descanting particu- 
larly upon an anthem which gave 
him much pleasure. Hisshipmates 
listened for a while and then said: 

““T say, Bill, what’s an anthem ?”’ 

‘““What?” replied Bill, ‘‘do you 
mean to say you don’t know what a 
hanthem is?’’ 

‘* Not me:”’ 

‘Well, then, Pll, tell yer., If.I 
was to say to yer, ‘Ere, Bill, give 
me that ’andspike,’ that wouldn’t be 
ahanthem. But was I to say, ‘ Bill 
—Bill— Bill — giv — giv — giv—giv 
me, give me that—Bill, give me, 
giv me that hand, giv me that hand, 
handspike, spike—spike—Bill, giv 
—giv me that—that hand—hand- 
spike, hand — handspike, spike, 
spike, spike, ah—men, ah—men; 
Bill givmethathandspike, spike, ah 
—men!’ Why that would be a 
hanthem.”’—/vom the Troy Tics. 
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FROM GALILEE TO JERUSA- 
LEM. 

When the sun of Christ’s earthly 
life had reached the meridian of its 
splendor, the third period of his 
history about six months in length, 
began. Immediately as he descend- 
ed the mount of Transfiguration, 
he began to tell his disciples that 
he must now go up to Jerusalem, 
suffer many things, and be put to 
death. The afternoon of his day 
was hastening apace, to be succeed- 
ed by the dark night of his suffer- 
ings and death, which, however, 
was to be followed by the splendor 
of the resurrection morn, Whilst 
therefore he was still lingering in 
Galilee, he sent forth twenty of his 
disciples, two and two before his 
face into every city and place where 
he expected to stop on his way 
to his last passover at Jerusalem. 
What were his thoughts during his 
journeyings of six months from the 
holy mount to Calvary and the 
cross? If we look at him as a man, 
with the sympathies and feelings of 
other men in regard to sufferings, 
dishonor and death, we will learn 
much that is truthful and valuable 
in his inward history: if we regard 
him as he truly was, as the Son of 
God, equal with the Father, then 
our view of him will be enlarged 
until it extends over the whole 
world of mankind, and embraces all 
men in its range. 

On this, his last sad journey to 
Jerusalem, he said explicitly to his 
disciples, Behold we go up to Jeru- 
salem ; and the Son of Man shall be 
betrayed unto the chief priests, and 
unto the scribes, and they shall con- 
demn him to death, and shall deliv- 
er him to the Gentiles to mock, and 
to scourge, and to crucify: and the 
third day he shall be raised up 
again. The disciples, with their 
visions of earthly greatness, under- 
stood none of these things, but he 
did. Before him lay a dark valley 
with its shadows of death spread 
out before him in all their fearful 
and horrible details, from which 
every merely human being in his 
sanest mind would have recoiled 
and turned away. But Christ look- 
ed beyond the dark vale of his suf- 
fering and death and saw the fruits 
of his sorrow in the glories of his 
rising kingdom, in the emancipation 
of his fellow-men, and in his own 
final glorification and in that of 
those who should be given to him in 
his Church. As a counterpart, ac- 
cordingly, to what he told the dis- 


ciples beyond the Jordan, he said to 
them afterwards at Jerusalem ; And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me. He 
was, therefore, willing to tread the 


wine-press alone, when he looked 


and saw none to help and wondered 
that there was none to uphold him. 

In our day this prophecy of the 
Saviour is being fulfilled in a won- 
derful way under our own eyes. 
Ought we not then to ponder over 
it, and, whilst despisers behold and 
wonder and perish, take fresh cour- 
age to do our part in bringing it to 
its final and glorious fulfilment? It 
was a source of strength to Christ in 
his bitter trials : it is now the secret 
of the Lord that sustains the mis- 
sionary at his lonely post as well as 
pastors and people in their noble 
work. Itis also the tocsin of the 
fall of anti-christs and anti-Christ- 
ianity on every shore. 

Ag- Amy old subseriber sending us the 
name of a new subscriber and $3.50 in 


cash will receive credit for one year on his 


own subscription. 


THE WINTER. 


All seasons of the year have their 
charms, and their advantages. Some 
prefer one, and some the other. 
Many say they do not like winter, 
with its cold northwesters, its snows 
and its storms, its slush and bad 
roads, together with the dead, in- 
animate aspect of nature around ; 
yet some, unquestionably, prefer it, 
and that for a good reason. But 
whatever may be our preference, 
we are now in our winter quarters, 
and there we must stay until the 
genial breath of Spring calls us out 
into the fields. Most probably the 
Winter is the best season for us to 
grow in grace and knowledge. Com- 
paratively shut out from the at- 
tractions of nature, our minds na- 
turally turn inwardly upon them- 
selves ; we read and study more; 
we listen better to the sermons, are 
less sleepy in church, and complain 
less if a sermon is five minutes 
longer than the rule; and although 
the world has its carnivals, its riot- 
ous living, and its revelries by night, 
yet the churches advance and Chris- 
tians grow in grace and knowledge. 
And so it should be. The grain 
grows best when it is covered with 
a thick layer of snow, or a succes- 
sion of such coverings. When the 
South wind from its beds of roses 
occasionally blows over them they 
melt away and fill nature’s reser- 
voirs with water, so that the 
brooks may sing their merry songs 
in the Spring, and our wells be full 
of water during the Summer. 

We have had a white Christmas, 
we hope in more senses than one, 
and, if we pray for it as we should, 
we may also expect a green Easter, 
in a higher as well as a lower mean- 
ing. -Let all,, therefore, parents, 
pastors, elders, deacons, teachers, 
church members (men as well as wo- 
men), to be busy and industrious 
whilst they are incamp, doing what 
their hands find to do, with all 


their might, so that when they are 


called into the field they may fight 
the battlesof the Lord, and demean 
themselves like men. 


THANKS FOR THE HEIDEL- 
BERG CATECHISM. 


The Protestant confessions! Of 
what use are they? Would it not 
have been better if they, with the 
catechising growing out of them ; 
had never seen day-light? Sosome 
who have no sense of history and 
would like to construct themselves, 
even to its details, would like us to 
think. True it is, these creations 
of the Church are numerous, fre- 
quently divergent, sometimes ap- 
parently more contradictory than 
antithetic, and sometimes more or 
less national, if not one-sided. In 
consequence of these defects they 
may have helped at times to separate 
large bodies of good Christians, 


‘| which had else ‘‘like kindred drops 


been mingled into one.’” Yes, we 
answer, there is some truth in such 
allegations. But such objections 
are much narrower and more one- 
sided than the confessions them- 
selves. The latter are the growth 
of a particular age, country, state 
of society, or stadium of religious 
thought ; and it is not strange that 
they embodied in their make-up 
some traces of human imperfection, 
some proofs that no one age can see 
the many-sidedness of the Gospel 
for all other ages. But what of that? 
Ongtheir positive side they are 
Singularly unanimous in setting forth 
the way of salvation by grace 
through faith in their reverence for 
the Word of God, and the honor of 
his house, which in their day need- 
eda moral and intellectual purifica- 
tion no less than the temple at 
Jerusalem. They all have a family 


likeness, and it is easy to trace their 
descent. For all this we should be 
thankful, certainly. 


Sometimes we are told —also 
taunted—that our faith is based only 
on individual interpretation or opin- 
ion, so that each man can believeas 
he wishes; and such being the case 
it must go to, the dogs in the end. 
It is a house built on the sand. But 
the confessions disprove every as- 
sertion of this kind. The Evan- 
gelical denominations and Christians 
are bound by a rule to obey the 
voice of the church just as much as 
other branches of Christendom, and 
we may add, with more freedom 
and in a less mechanical way. For 
this too we should be thankful. 

The earlier confessions of the 
Protestant or Evangelical Church, 
from which in one way or another 
all the rest were divided, are or 
should, it seems to us, be of special 
interest to Evangelical Christians of 
the present zon. They represent 
their common faith better than any 
other in its pure state, before it had 
come to differentiate itself into less 
general and more antagonistic sym- 
bols. The venerable Augsburg 
confession, prepared by Melanch- 
thon and presented by the Evan- 
gelical princes of Germany to the 


Imperial Diet at Augsburg, stands 


first and foremost among the voices 
coming up out of the wilderness. 
As explained by its author to Calvin, 
it is a nobler profession of our Pro- 
testant faith, as well as of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, over against 
the errors and abuses of the age in 
which it was produced. With the 
exception of a clause, or a turn of 
expression, here and there of no 
essential importance, it can be re- 
ceived, as it seems to us, without 
any difficulty by all really Evan- 
gelical branches of the Protestant 
Church. Our own forefathers in 
Germany stood under it as a banner 
of protection in troublous times, and 
for this, as well as for its great ser- 
vice in the cause of emancipated 
truth, we say, Let us all give 
thanks, 

In England the Evangelical faith 
was first embodied in the famous 
Thirty-Nine Articles. They were 
the gradual growth of the national 
mind in its apprehension of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, and they be- 
came the first profession of its new 
or reformed faith. They constitute 
also a venerable symbol, broad 
enough for Protestants generally to 
stand in, when divested of what is 
local or national in their texture, 


and as explained by liberal church- 
men. ‘This short but grand confes- 
sion will continue to be honored 
wherever the English language is _ 
spoken and for it, as the symbol 

of the great ‘‘ Bulwark of Protest- 

antism,’’ we think we all ought to — 
sive devout thanks. sone 


The Heidelberg Catechism, which | 


made its appearance in Germany 
part passu with the Anglican con- 
fession in England, shares with it 
and the Augsburg confession, in its 
ecumenical character. It is not, it 
is true, strictly speaking or formally 
a confession of faith : it professes to 
be simply an answer to the question, 
What must I do to be saved. It 
was intended as a book for the in- 
struction of the young ; asa remind- 
er to keep the older people from 
falling back again into the ‘‘old 
superstitions ;’’ and for pastors and 
professors of theology also as a good 
foundation for their sermons and 
their systems of theology, so that 
they might not wander off too far 
away from the simplicity of the 
Gospel. But although mainly prac- . 
tical, it has all the elements of a 
confession of faith of its own kind ; 
it has an ecumenical character about 
it: it is based on the Apostles’ 
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Ten Commandments, and is full of 
sound doctrine without the meta- 
physics upon which this is some- 
times supposed to rest. It holds 
forth the Pauline theology, but 
breathes freely of the spirit of St. 
John. It sets up no harsh barrier of 
doctrinal statement, which separates 
it from the like precious faith of 
other symbols, or tends necessarily 
to separate those who adopt it from — 
the good people who cling to the — 
faith as once delivered to the saints, 
to the best of their knowledge. Its 
shibboleths are few, if any at all, - 


and the form of Christian life which 
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it engenders is too broad to allow it 
to run out into anism. Understood 
in its historical connections and re- 
lations, it is based on the Augsburg 
confession and grows out of itasa 
branch of one great root, without 
exhausting by any means its parent- 
al soil. Irenical towards the Luth- 
eran side of the Reformation, and 
toa large extent identified with its 
Germanic, Melancthonian life, it is 
in sympathy with its Calvinistic 
sisters in other lands. It is thus in 
a certain sense a bond by which the 
entire sisterhood of churches, when 
they come to understand themselves 
more properly, may come to recog- 
nize each other better, until by 
further knowledge of their. common 
origin they form themselves into a 
veritable choir, to chant the anthem 
of one faith, one Lord and one bapt- 
ism. For this it is very right and 
proper at all times and occasions to 
give thanks. 

But is not the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism an obsolete book in some coun- 
tries where it was most cherished 
in days gone by? It is admitted ; 
but it can be said that it then lives 
and breathes in other catechisms, 
which however take its place, show- 
ing that itis not dead in those coun- 
tries, but that it still lives in the 
churches and in the hearts of the 
people. Its broad, catholic, ecu- 
menical life does not allow it to be- 
come a mere petrifaction or form, 
to be honored for its age, without 
regard to the ever increasing de- 
velopment of its internal and hid- 


den possibilities and life-powers. It 
allows free range for progress, with 


open vistas for higher views of the 
kingdom of heaven as it advances 
from one plane of vision to another 
still higher. For what it is thus 
accomplishing for the perfecting of 
the saints, and the coming unity of 
the Evangelical denominations, we 
should also be thankful. 

In this country,, however, the 
Catechism as of old, in its outward 
form, and, as we believe, in its in- 
ward spirit, still lives in at least two 
of the Reformed churches. Brought 
over the ocean by their forefathers, 
when they fled from their homes in 
dark days, it here found a congenial 
soil, and like a fruitful vine it took 
root and grew until branches are 
now spreading over the land from 
ocean to ocean. It has already had 
a history, and, strange to say, it has 
been studied here in this new world 
with probably as much intensity and 
devotion as it was in its palmier 
days on the banks of the Rhine. 
Its many merits have been set forth 
by eloquent pens, and its literature 
here in this land is of a high order, 
and it continues to be on the in- 
crease. And forthis, as a Church, 

“we would be recreant to our most 
sacred duty, if we did not continue 
to give heart-felt thanks. 


OUR RULERS. 


During the present year we ex- 
pect to elect another President to 
be the chief magistrate of our na- 
tion for another period of years. 
Political excitement will run high 


from one end of the land to the 
other. Eloquence will flow from 
many astump and from many a pub- 
lic hall ; and patriotism more or less 
will overflow with it from ocean to 
ocean, from the Lakes to the Gulf. 
We believe Providence will, how- 
ever, bring us safely through all the 
excitement, and order all things for 
the best. But Providence listens to 
the voice of the Church and orders 
it ways in harmony with the voice 
of prayer. Christians, nay every- 
body, ought therefore to pray during 
the present year, in our Sunday 
services for our rulers and all others 
in authority, and with special earn- 
estness, so that the great God may 
direct all things for his honor and 
glory and for our good. We are 
prosperous, but we are compassed 
about with many serious dangers. 
We are a worldly people, wicked 
also, and if our politics are as cor- 
rupt, or nearly so, as they are repre- 
sented, then the urgency for the 
prayers of faithful, earnest, right- 
eous men and women, is only so 
much the greater. 


$< 
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Among the Jews the period pre- 
ceding the Passover was devoted 
to preparations for the great festival. 
Many of them, among the more ear- 
nest and serious, went up to Jerusa- 


lem lone before the time. so that, in 
connection with the services of the 


temple, they might the more fully 
complete their outward purifications. 
Those who remained at home did 
the same thing about their houses. 
They whitewashed their sepulchres, 
so that no one might unawares come 
to touch them, and thereby acquire 
ceremonial uncleanness. All this 
should be suggestive to Christians 
in general, but more particularly to 
those who seek to profit themselves 
at the Christian Passover during 
Passion Week. Humiliation and 
prayer, always profitable, are now 
more particularly in order ; but it is 
a period when Christian activity no 
less than moderation and inward 


| exercises should prevail. The youug 


people are very properly being pre- 
pared for their first communion. 
There are also older people that 
may have been neglected in time 
past who ought to be encouraged to 
profess Christianity openly before 
it is too late. In like manner there 
are also backsliders in most congre- 
gations who ought to be once more 
warned, and urged to return to the 
house of the Lord. But we would 
also add, let the whole congregation 
be renovated with new life, from 
the pulpit to the choir, from the 
altar to the pew, and the good work 
be completed in all the families. 


| Outward improvementsin the church 


may be relegated to the Summer 
season ; now, let the spiritual build- 
ing go up, be refreshed and beauti- 
fied. For everything that is done 
under the sun there is a time and a 
season. 


From the Synods. 


CONTRIBUTORS. 
(Elected by the Synods.) 
United States: Rev.C.S.GERHARD, Reading, Pa, 
Pittsburgh: Rev. D. B. Lavy, Curllsyille, Pa. 


Potomac: Rey. J. S. Kinrrer, D. D., Hagers- 
town, Md. 


ORGANIZATION. 

A good leader must know how to 
secure the confidence of his follow- 
ers, and how to awaken their enthu- 
siasm, but he must also be a skillful 
organizer. One reason why the old 
Roman cohorts were so generally 
victorious was because they were 
arranged more systematically and 
thus they were able to fight to bet- 
ter advantage than their opponents. 
They were brave, but they were also 
well organized, and their thorough 
organization gave them confidence, 
as well as opportunity to do their 
best. ‘The same thing has been 
characteristic of every great general 
since the days of Julius Ceesar, and 
it is true of all men who have been 
successful in directing their fellow- 
men in the great concerns of life. 
both secular and religious. 

If a Christian congregation is to 
be a force for good, in the com- 
munity, in the Church at large, and 
in the world, it must be well organ- 
ized. Just as much as the President 
of the United States needs an intel- 
ligent active body of advisers in his 
cabinet, so much does a pastor need 


intelligent, zealous and consecrated 
men in his consistory, through whom 


he may be able to reach the mem- 
bers and the outside world. But 
‘pastor and consistory constitute only 
the nucleus of the organization of a 
congregation. The ladies must be 
reached. ‘This can be done through 
aid and missionary societies. The 
young people must be interested. 
This can be done through the Sun- 
day School, the Missionary Society 
(especially if it has social and liter- 
ary features connected with it) the 
young men’s prayer meeting and an 
occasional musical and literary 
Church entertainment. Let all the 
good forces which lie dormant in the 
members of the congregation and 
the Sunday School be put into active 
exercise, under the directing power 
of the pastor and his assistants, 
whether officers or not, and the con- 
gregation will become a working 
force that will surprise both minister 
and people. 

The reigning spirit which will 
pervade the members of such a con- 
gregation will depend largely, in the 
first place, on the minister, and in 
the second place, on his assistants. 
If the pastor bea spiritually minded, 
consecrated and humble follower of 
the Master, the kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness will constant- 
ly be his first care. All the activity 
which is put forth, and of which he 
is the directing head, will be ex- 
pended for the spiritual welfare of 
his people, and he will choose his 
assistants on account of their spirit- 
ual fitness, more than on account 


position, although these latter char- 
acteristics are to be regarded as sec- 
dary qualfications of great import- 
ance. His motto is ‘‘ Be sure you 
are right in the sight of God, then 
go ahead, and be sure that you go.”’ 
Clerk: 


GREAT TRUTHS. 


Great truths are very simple 
truths, when finally they are com- 
prehended ; but it takes a long while 
to prepare any mind to comprehend 
a great truth. For years one may 
gropein darkness concerning some 
phase of his spiritual life, or some 
perplexities of a sacred friendship, 
or some seeming contradictions in 
his innermost personal character ; 
when‘ suddenly a light will break in 
upon the mind, or upon the heart, 
which instantly makes clear that 
which before seemed hopelessly 
dark. A great truth is then perceiv- 
ed in its bearings upon, and so in its 
explanations of all that was bewild- 
ering and disheartening to one who 
was in ignorance of that truth. 
What a new sense of life and of 
hope comes with such a new recog- 
nition of a comforting or of an en- 
lightening great truth! In the joy 
of an experience like this, one can 
wait and trust in other perplexities 
which may yet be similarly resolv- 
ed and dissipated. 


THE DANGER OF THE AGE. 


It is certainly a critical period in 
the experience of the world, and 
especially of our own nation. In 
material things our people are mov- 
ing, as if in an hour, out of the lim- 
itations and moderation of the past, 
into all the resources and wealth of 
the most luxurious nations. The 
temptation to get money and to 
spend it, to view it as the means of 
all good and the end of all desire, 
is becoming stronger, and seemingly 
more irresistible, continually. The 
demoralization of character which 
follows the yielding to this tempta- 
tation is more and more clearly man- 
ifesting itself. If you are to be a 
force in the world for the higher 
things, as against the lower, you 
must show that material prosperity 
or wealth is not essential to happi- 
ness, and that there is the spirit 
what no outward loss or gain can 


destroy or create.— Congregational 
Magazine. 


SUBMISSION TO THE DIVINE 
WILL. 


Submission of our wills to the 
Divine will is a divine requirement. 
What a blessed privilege as well as 
duty to do it! What unspeakable 
satisfaction it brings to the soul in 
all of its experiences. Such sub- 
mission is beautifully presented by 
Thomas A. Kempis. He says: 
‘*Give me what Thou wilt, and in 
what measure, and at what time 
Thou wilt. Do unto me what Thou 
knowest to be best-what best pleases 
Thee. Place me where Thou wilt, 
and freely dispose of me in all 
things.’’ And, still more, he says: 
‘«T offer myself in sacrifice ; hence- 
forth I have no will to save to ac- 
complish thine.’’ ‘‘Not my will, but 


of their zeal, intelligence and social 


Thine, be done!’’—Zzon’s Herald. 
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Poetry. 


LITTLE SEEDS. 


THE 


BR GEORGE COOPER. 


Tiny seeds, tiny seeds, under the ground, 

Are you awake when the storm-winds 
sound ? 

How do you know when the snowflakes 
throng? 

What do you dream of the winter long ? 


Little one, little one, warm is our bed, 
Soft is the coverlet over each head, 
Sometimes we dream of the birds and the 
bees, 
The blue, sunny sky, and green, waving 
trees. ‘ 
Spring my come early or late; 
Throw rh dark winter's blight 
We'll creep to the light. 
So we wait, little one, so we wait. 


Tiny seeds, tiny seeds, do you not miss 

The soft, sighing breeze and the sunkeam’s 
kiss ¢ 

The chirp of the cricket, in noonday heat ? 

All that made summer fair and sweet? 


Little one, little one, we are content, 
We may not see, but the sky’s o’er us 
bent ! 
Soon will the tap of the whispering rain 
Tell that the Giver needs us once again. 
Then, b> it early or late, 
For each flake of snow 
A flow 2r will grow! 
So we wit, little one, so we wait. 


Personal. 


Mrs. Holines, the wife of Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes, died on Monday at her resi- 
dence, in Boston, in the sixty-ninth year of 
her age. 


D. R. Locke, editor of the Alade, of 
Toledo, Ohio, died last week of consump- 
tion. He was well known under the nom 
de plume of “ Petroleum V. Nasby.” 


Very Rev. P. Andrew Hintenach was, 
on Wednesday last, elected Abbot of the 
St. Vincent’s Benedictine Monastery, in 
Westmoreland county. Right Rev. Inno- 
cent Wolf had been chosen, but declined 
the office. 


The late Mr. Denis Crofton, of Dublin, 
has bequeathed a sum of £10000 to the 
Representative Body of the Irish Epis- 
copal Church, and has also left £15,000 
to found in Africa a missionary institution 
bearing his name. 


The will of Hon. William H. Hill, of 
Sutton, Mass., makes the following be- 
quests: American Board, $2,000; Ameri- 
can Home Missionary Society, $2,0c0; 
American College and Education Society, 
$2,000; the American Congregational 
Union, $2,009; and the Evangelical Con- 
gregational Society of Grafton, $2,000. 


Last week the Evangelist said, “‘ The 
Rev. David Lathrop Hunn, of Buffalo, is 
now the oldest living graduate of Yale 
College. Although he is ninety-eight 
years old, and has preached to three 
generations, he is still actively working 
and doing good, especially among the 
children of his city.” On Sunday morn- 
ing Father Hunn died. He was born in 
Colerain, Mass., in 1789, and entered Yale 
in 1813. 


Science and Art. 


An estimate places the number of per- 
sons supported by all forms of employ- 
ment furnished by electricity at 5,000,000. 


Glass-blowing is an art nearly 4000 
years old, perhaps older; yet there his 
never been any device discovered to take 
the place of the human lungs in the blow- 


ing. Bottles, however, are blown with a 
mold and mechanical bellows. 


Russian observations have shown that 
teeth decay ina quite regular order, the 
lower third molar being the first attacked, 
then the upper, then the lower fourth 
molar and so on,the lower incisors and 
canine teeth being the last affected. Upper 
teeth, as a rule, are more durable than 
lower, right than left, those of dark per- 
sons than those of blondes, those of short 
persons than those of tall. 


A new invention totake the place of 
stained glass is made of a cotton and linen 
paper, which is dipped into a preparation 
of alcohol and camphor, which makes it 
like parchment. From this point it can be 
modeled and cut into remarkably tough 
sheets, entirely translucent, and it can be 
dyed with almost the whole outline colors, 
the result being a translucent sheet show 
ing far more vivid hues than the best glass 
exhibits, 


The use of the mosquito has been at 
last discovered, Professor Webster says 
that “injurious organic matter in the 
water, instead of decomposing and poison- 
ing the people, is changed into “ wiggle- 
tails,’ which in due time become mos- 
quitoes, and the winged matter flies away, 
leaving the water purified to the extent of 
their ability to remove the impurities. If 
fish are kept in the water they eat the 
“wiggle tails,’ and grow large enough to 
serve as food for man. Thus the poison- 
ous ingredient of impure water becomes 
healthful food. Without mosquitoes most 
marshy or swampy land would be danger- 
ously insalubrious.”’ 
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Items of Interest. 


No liquor dealer is allowed to rent any 
one of the 500 houses belonging to the 
Astors in New York city. 


A well of natural gas, flowing at the rate 
of 1,000,030 cubic teet per day, has been 
struck at Francesville, Indiana, about 70 
miles from Chicago. 


M. Gaunt, a colored resident of Xenia, 
Ohio, has deeded his property, valued at 
$50.000,°to Wilberforce University, a lead- 
ing college for colored men. The college 
has frequently received bequests of $1,000, 
and the largest sum heretofore received 
from an individual was $5,000. 


The value of condiments in the prepar- 
ation of food is being discussed, Authori- 
ties that may be considered reliable as- 
sert that red pepper and salt are specially 
valuable as aids to appetite and diges- 
tion, Various herbs and spices are also 
good, while all the condiments used in 
salads promote digestion and the assimila 
tion of food. 


In the lobby of the Capitol at Washing- 
ton has hung for years,a crayon portrait 
which could not be identified, About a 
year ago two ladies recognized it as a pic- 
ture of John W. Taylor, in Congress for 
twenty consecutive years, Speaker of the 
Sixteenth Congress after Henry Clay, and 
also Speaker of the Nineteenth Congress, 
For a generation past, however, his face 
has hung in the lobby and even his 
nephew, Congressman S. S. Cox, could not 
identify the crayon. There is now being 
made an oil painting from it which will be 
hung in the lobby and bear a plate with 
the name. 


Hints and Recipes. 


LAuNDRY BLuE.—One-half ounce of 
oxalic acid, one-half ounce of soluble 
b‘ue, dissolved in two quarts of rain water. 


MENDING Kertties.—lIf an iron kettle 
has a hole in the bottom of it, drive in a 
plug of lead and hammer down on both 
sides. If:kept covered with water it will 
not melt. Or make a cement with six 
parts of dry clay and one of iron filings 
made into a paste with boiled linseed oil. 


OATMEAL GEeMS.—Soak one cup of oat- 
meal over night with one cup of water. 
In the morning sift together dry one cup 
of flour and two teaspoonfuls of baking 
powder, add a little salt, mix the oatmeal 
and-flour together, wet with sweet milk to 
a stiff batter, drop into gem pans and bake 
immediately. 


BONED CHICKEN.—Boil a young fowl 
until tender; remove the meat from the 
bones, chop fine and season with pepper, 
salt and butter, and pour over it the liquor 
that the chicken was cooked in, which 
should be boiled down to a jelly; put it in 


‘a basin and press down with a weight until 
it is cold ; keep in a cool place, Slice with | 


a very sharp knife. 


To make a good cough syrup, take one 
ounce each of thoroughwort, slippery elm, 
flax seed, gum arabic, and _ stick liquorice. 
Simmer together in one quart of water 
until the strength is entirely extracted. 
Strain carefully, add one pint best mo- 
lasses, and half a pound of granulated 
sugar, simmer all well together, and when 
cold bottle tightly. Dose—a tablespoonful 
from three to six times a day according to 
the urgency of the case. 


ree and Garden. 


Brush and comb won’t hurt the cow. 


One-year-old trees will bear transplant- 
ing and thrive better than those that are 
larger. 


A Western fruit-grower used seventy-five 
bushels of wood ashes on his strawberry 


-| vines last season, and the crop yielded 250 


bushels per acre. He thinks the ashes 
also counteracted the effects of the drought 
to a considerable extent. 


President Smith, of the Wisconsin State 
Agricultural Society, thinks that artificial’ 
watering, as ordinarily done, is of very lit- 
tle benefit, and has estimated that to water 
properly an acre of cabbage or strawberries 
in a dry time requires at least 30,000 gal- 
lons of water, 


The farmer who means to keep up with 
the times, says the Rural New Yorker, 
will make sure to have a barrel of plaster 
kept constantly in his stable for use back 
of the cows. When a farmer begins to 
‘fallin love with manure” he gives one 
of the best indications of a well-balanced 
mind. 


Hives should always have a free circu- 
lation of air around them, as when placed 
on the ground not only is dampness in- 
duced in the hives but the bottoms are 
liable to rot. The hives should be kept in 
a.cool place, also, in order to prevent the 
accumulation of too much heat inside 
should the weather become warm. 


Books and Periodicals. 


Any of the books here noticed can be had through our 
Publication House, 907 Arch Street. 


THE STORY OF THE EARTH AND MAN. By 

Sir J. W. Dawson, New Edition with 
_ Corrections and Additions. New York: 

John B. Alden, publisher. 1887. Pp. 

195. Small quarto. Price, in paper 

cover, 15 cts., postpaid; illustrated edi- 

tion, bound in cloth, 4o cts., postage, 8 

cents. 

This work was first issued in 1873. It 
was at once favorably received, and has 
proved so popular that it has passed 
through nine editions, No story could 
well be more interesting, even to an un- 
scientific mind, than that which is here so 


clearly and admirably told: it is the story 
of the successive changes in the earth’s 
history, as recorded by the Creator upon 
the rocks and deciphered by the science 
of to-day. Andno author is more com- 
petent to tell the story in an attractive and 
profitable manner than Sir John Dawson, 
who is well known as standing in the 
front rank of living geologists. This 
book is especially to be commended as 
having been written by one who is a 
Christian believer as well as a trained 
scientist. The reader, in taking it up, 
need not fear to find in it that materialis- 
tic infidelity, so prevalent in our age, 
which robs nature of its spiritual element 
and man of his God. Wetrust that this 
edition, which has reduced the price from 
$1.50 to 40 cents, will have a wide sale. 


TEACHERS’ SUNDAY-SCHOOL Cass Book. 
By Rev. W. F. Lichliter, Lancaster, Pa. 
German Publishing House, Cleveland, 
O. Pp. 24. Single copy, to cts.; per 
doz., $1.20; 20 percent. discount, 
Whilst there are a number of Sunday- 

school class books that are used, this one 
seems to have some improvements over 
others which make it valuable in the way 
of convenience and suggestions. It has 
in addition helpful thoughts on the Sun- 
day-school, which will be of great benefit 
to teachers. / 


THE ANDOVER REVIEW, February, 1888. 
The opening article of this number ought 
to command earnest attention. It is by a 
thoughtful writer for thoughtful readers, 
and discusses with marked ability the 
question: ‘‘Why have we a Church ?” 
The author’s answer may seem strange to 
many ; it is not that usually given; but on 
that very account it is all the more de- 
serving of serious consideration, especially 
as it is the product of a clear, logical mind, 
which knows how to express itself in 
vigorous English. “‘ The Labor Problem ” 
affords eccasion for some valuable hints 
by Dr. Langdon, who maintains that the — 
real antagonism is not represented by a 
horizontal line between capital and labor, 
but by a vertical line passing through the 
ranks of capitalists and laborers alike, 
and separating between the just and faith- 
ful on the one side, and the covetous and 
faithless on the other. The present num- 
ber contains, besides, an excellent paper 
on “ The Christian Character of Goethe’s 
‘Iphigenie auf Tauris,’’"’ an admirable 
Bible study on ‘‘ The Lost Sheep,” and a 
vivid picture of ‘ Tholuck in Halle.” 
The editorial notes are, as usual, bright 
and sharp, and the book notices are of 
more than ordinary excellence and impor- 
tance. g, , 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston. Year- 
ly subscription, $4; single numbers, 35 cts. 


EMBLEMS OF EAsTEeR. An Easter Ser- 
vice arranged by Mrs. T. E. Burroughs. 
J. J. Hood, Philadelphia. Single copy, 5 
eents ; per 100, $4.00, not prepaid. 


LIGHT OF THE WoRLD, A Missionary 
Service arranged by Mrs. T. E. Burroughs. 
J. J. Hood, Philadelphia. Single copy, 5 
cents ; per 100, $3.00, not prepaid. 


Tye MEDICAL BULLETIN: A Monthly 
Journal of Medicine and Surgery. Edited 
by John V. Shoemaker, A.M., MD. 
Contents for February—A Clinical Lecture ; 
Original Communications; Selected Ar- 
ticles; Therapeutic Notes; Editorials ; 
Correspondence; Medical News and Mis- 
cellany ; Book Reviews; and Commercial ~ 
News, 5 on 

Terms—$1 a year in advance, Phila- 
delphia: F. A. Davis, Att’y, Publisher, No. - 
1231 Filbert street. 


LitTELL’s Living AcE, The number 
of The Living Age for February 18 con- 
tains—Sidereal Photography, A Financial 
Operation, Cesar Borgia, The Three Evils 
of Destiny, A River of Ruined Capitals, — 
Dr. Johnson on Ireland, My Uncle’s Clock, 
Thackeray’s Letters, Dethroning Tenny- 
son, Atmospheric Curiosities, The Possi- 
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bility of a Small War in Europe, Ice-Boat- 
ing in the Gulf of Mexico, Poetry and Mis- 
cellany. 

Littell & Co., Boston, are the pub- 
lishers. 


Marriages. 


In the St. John’s Reformed church, on 
the 3Ist ult., by the Rev. John W. Pontius, 
Mr. William H. Oellig to Miss Ida H. 
Bolger, both of Martinsburg, Blair Co., Pa. 


On the 24th of January, at the bride’s 
home, in Harrisburg, Pa., by the Rev. W. 
R. H. Deatrich, the Rev. S. 5, Meyers, pas- 
tor of the Duncannon charge, to Margaret, 
daughter of Mrs. Martha Kauffman, of 
Harrisburg. 

At Middleburg, Md., December 6, 1887, 
by Rev. D. A. Souders, Wm. P. Ohler to 
Mary E, Mackley, both of Middleburg. 

January 26, 1888, by the same, at Double 
Pipe Creek, Md, Dr. Luther Kemp, of 
Uniontown, to Sallie E. Weant, of Double 
Pike Creek. 

January 26, 1888, at Union Bridge, Md, 
by the same, Wm. U. Eckard to Nettie B. 
Martin, both of Carroll county, Md. 


At McConnelstown, Pa., December 15, 
1887, by Rev. Cyrus J. Musser, J. Kieffer 
Isenberg to Maggie Hicks. 

At Huntingdon, Pa , December 22, 1887, 
by the same, Frank Hess, of Entriken, to 
Laura B. Johnson, of Grafton, of Hunting- 
don county, Pa. 

At Huntingdon, Pa., December 29, 1887, 
by the same, Jacob S. Heffner to Ella T. 
Haugh. 


At Huntingdon, Pa., January 17, 1888 
by the same, Lawrence Showalter, of 
Petersburg, Huntingdon Co, to Sarah E. 
Fowler, Huntingdon, Pa. 


In Shippenburg,.on January 11, 1888, at 
the home of the bride, by Rev. J. David 
Miller, Mr. Thomas F. McMullin, of 
Mainsville, to Miss Luberta A. Weigle, of 
Shippensburg. 

In Shippensburg, on February 14, 1888, 
at the home of the bride’s mother, South 
Penn. street, by the same, Mr, Edwin B 
Fogelsonger, of Franklin county, to Miss 
Ida Hassler Noaker, of Shippensburg, Pa. 

~s On January 26, 1888, in) the Church. of 
the Incarnation, Emmitsburg, by Rev. E. 
E. Higbee, L.D., assisted by Rev. U. H. 
Heilman, Mr. Charles I. Baker, of B ilti- 
more, to Miss Mabel Motter, of Emmits- 
burg. 

At the residence of Dr. William Bell, in 
Middletown, Conn.,on Tuesday, January 
24th, 1888, by Rev. J. H. Goodale, Rev. 
George D Gurley, of this place, to Miss 
Emma C. Bell, of Feeding Hills, Conn. 


Obituaries to be inserted must be no longer than two 
hundred and fifty words. 


RESOLUTIONS OF RESPECT AND SYMPATHY. 


Immediately following the announce- 
ment of the death of Mrs. President Bom- 
berger, the students of Ursinus College, in 
meeting assembled, adopted the following 
resolutions : 

WHEREAS, It has pleased Him who 
“doeth all things well,’ to call from this 
life to her reward on high, the wife of our 
honored and beloved President ; and, 

WHEREAS, By her transparent life and 
character, her courteous demeanor, her 
active kindness, and her deep interest in 
their welfare, she has endeared herself to 
the hearts of the students ; therefore be it 

Resolved That while we mourn her de 
parture from our midst, we bear testimony 
to the power of that grace which uses the 
adversities as well as the joys of life in the 
ripening of Christian’ character and in 
preparing the soul for its reward on high, 

Resolved, That we would express our 
heartfelt sympathy with those upon whom 
this affli tion falls, and, especially, with 
him who for the second time has been 
called to drink the bitter cup, and would 
commend them for consolation to, Him 
who is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart and deliveieth them out of all their 
afflictions. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be sent to the family of the deceased, 
and that they be printed in the Ursinus 
Coilege Bulletin, the Jocal papers, and the 
Reformed Chuich papers. 

J.‘ Lewis Fuck, 
Oswit H, E. Raucu,, 
Epwin W. LENTZ, 
GRANVILLE H. MEIXELL, 
CALVIN D. YOST, 
Committee, 

Ursinus-College, Feb. 11, 1868. 


TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 


Ata meeting of the Consistory of St. 
Paul’s. Reformed Church, Manheim, Pa., 
held on Wednesday evening, January It, 
1888, the following preamble and resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted : 

WHEREAS, it has pleased our Heavenly 
Father to remove from our midst Philip 
Arndt, an efficient member and faithful 
worker in our congregation for sixty years, 
and an elder for forty years: 

Resotved, That while we bow with sub- 
mission to Him who doeth all things well, 
we mourn not as those without hope, for 
we feel assured that our loss is his eternal 
gain. 

Resolved, That the congregation extend 
their sympathy to the afflicted children 
and relatives of said deceased, praying 
that the hand of our Heavenly Father may 
sustain them in this their sad bereavement, 
and that He may care tenderly for them in 
their journey through life. 

Resolved, That acopy of these resolu- 
tions be sent to the bereaved family; and 
also that they be published in the Man- 
heim ‘‘Sentinel,” the ‘Reformed Mes- 
senger,’’ and the ‘‘ Christian World.” 

Signed in behalf of the Consistory, 

JoHN FULMER, 
H.C. Boyp. 
Elders. - 


D1ED.—On the 18th of December, 1887, 
in Clearspring, Washington county, Md., 
Mrs. Maria M. Pittenger, aged 53 years, 
If months and 5 days. 

It may be truly said of her, she fell 
asleep in Jesus. Like one weary of suffer- 
ing and toil she longed for her rest. A 
period of 7 weeks of wearisome suffering 
allotted her, in the infinite wisdom of Him, 
who makes our bed in death. She lived 
to see, go before her into the land of the 
blest, a husband, and son and daughter. 
Leaving behind an affectionate son and a 
married daughter. The latter she made 
her home with, and in which she will be 
missed most deeply. Her motherly care 
for the little ones. and all pertaining to the 
home-life will not be easily replaced. She 
lived not for self, but devoting her life to 
the welfare of others; a consistent devoted 
member of the Reformed Church. She 
took a deep interest in all that pertained 
to the Church. She was one of those 
faithful Marys who loved the Lord, and 
always if possible, was at her place among 


the faithful band, who attend the weekly 
service. Modest and unassuming, ‘she 


made no-display, but, the meek, quiet and 
confiding spirit shone in her countenance 
and in every act of her life. She hada 
smile for all and a ready hand to help 
those in distress or need. We shall miss 
her in the Church, as a neighbor, and in 
the home she lit up with her cheerful smile. 
But our loss is her gain, and this is our 
comfort, she is not lost, but gone before; 
where the faithful are at home in the land 
of the blest. There we soon shall meet 
her where there is no parting, but all tears 
and sin shall have been washed away. 
Her remains were followed to their last 
resting place by a large concourse of 
friends and neighbors. The pastor im 
proved the occasion with a _ discourse 
founded on Psalm 129: 2, ‘For so He 
giveth His beloved sleep.” 


‘* Rest here, blest saint, till from His throne 


The morning break, and pierce the shade.” 
G. 


Diep.—Near Dillsburg, York Co., Pa., 
January 15, 1888, Mr. Christian Bowman, 
aged 76 years, 5 months and 2 days, After 
an illness running through several months 
this Christian man succumbed to disease, 
which assumed a serious character only a 
few, days before his death. In his earlier 
sickness. he spoke with Christian calmness 
of the possibility of a fatal result to his 
physical infirmities, On his death bed, 
with his mind clear he, though suffering 
greatly, possessed an assured confidence 
in Christ. He wasa man of good judg- 
ment, honest report, and of exemplary 
though unassuming piety. Thus endowed 
both mentally and spiritually, he filled 
with credit to himself and the churoh the 
office of elder in the Reformed congrega- 
tion worshiping at Filey s Union Church. 
On the 18th inst. his body, followed by 
sorrowing wife, children, sisters, brothers, 
and many other friends and neighbors, 
was taken to its resting place in the church- 
yard, there to await the second coming 
of. Christ, who will reunite body and soul, 
and then welcome the faithful one to the 
inheritance of the kingdom prepared from 
the foundation of the world. 


DiyED —In Carlisle, on Saturday, Dec. 
17, 1887, John M. Wagner, aged 63 years. 

In announcing the death of John M. 
Wagner, we perform a duty fraught with 
as much personal regret as that which ever 
impressed us in writing of the demise 
of any man of our acquaintance. For 


several weeks prior to his death he was 
confined to his room and his bed, and 
though much reduced in strength it was 
hoped that he would rally as he often did 
before, but had no force in recuperation, 
and sank gradually away until the last ex- 
piring sob occurred, when as_ gentle 
a spirit and as pure a life ended its 
career on earth as was in any man known 
to the people of Carlisle, who breathed his 
last in that place. He retained his con- 
sciousness to the last, and bore with him 
into the other world he has entered the 
tender, tearful glances of those who loved 
him here, to be exchanged for that higher 
emotion of a spirit redeemed fiom earth, 
experiencing its first consciousness of etern- 
al bliss. 

Mr. Wagner was borne in Tyrone town- 
ship, Perry county, Pa., in 1823, and was 
therefore 63 years old. He was the oldest 
son of the latest Jacob Wagner, who mov- 
ed from that county to Cumberland county 
many years ago and located in Mifflin 
township in said county. The deceased 
joined the Reformed Church when twenty 
years of age, and has been a consistent 
member ever since. For many years he 
held the office of Deacon in the Church, 
and also did much to build up that king- 
dom for which our great Master prepared 
at the foundation of the world. He has 
joined the heavenly host on high and is 
now before the great white throne singing 
praises to God for the Lamb that was 
slain for the redemption of the world. 


ag Any old subscriber sending us the 
mame of anew sabscriber and $3.50 cash 
will receive credit for one year on his own 


subscription. 


EASTER SUPPLIES. 


We have just published a NEw SrEr- 
VICE FOR Easter, No. 2, with Music, at 
the following rates: 


100 Copies, $42 00 

“ sé postpaid, 4 50 
Single Copy, se 5 

We have also Service No. 1. 

100 Copies, $2 00 

66 “6 postpaid, 2 25 
Single Copy, 6e 5 
Both services, postpata, Lo 


Services by Emma Pitt, J. J. Hood and 


others. 
Sample Copies 5 cents each. 


Confirmation Tract with certificate, 


Rev. A, C. Whitmer, postpaid, 08 
Golden Censer, Rev. H. Harbaugh, 
D.D. A book for young Church 
Members with Lithograph Certifi- 
cate. Roan Emb., Py £5) 
Cy Ss Gilt, 1.00 
Imit. Turkey, 150 
Real Turkey, 2.00 
Postpaid. 
Hester Eggs, itlastrated book, 60 
Postpaid. 


We also can furnish in quantities for 
Sunday-schools : 
Eggs (Wooden), per 100, $3 00 


Address, 
Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Arch St, Philadelphia. 
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DIRECTORY OF WORSHIP, 


A new edition of the Directory of Wor- 
ship has just been issued. They can be 
had at present only in three styles of 
binding, and hereafter at the following 
prices, fixed by the General Synod’s Com- 
mittee : 


Maslin, . . ° ° . e ° $ .75 
Imitation, ° ° ° é P, . 1.25 
Turkey Morocco, gilt edges, . 2.50 


Directory of Worship and Hymns 
for the Reformed Church, Kme- 
bossed, plain, bound together, 1.50 
All postpaid, with the usual discount to 
the trade, and when ordered in large quan- 
tities. 

Congregations wishing to introduce them 
will be allowed a special price for introduc- 
tion—to continue tor six weeks, 

All orders to be addressed to 


Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Business Department. 


pA Bi S19 14 ES 


$2.00 2 year, in advance, postage free. 
to one address for one year, $10.00. 

No paper disc ontinued, except at the option of the 
publisher, unless orders are sent direct to the Fublica- 
tion Office, at least two weeks before the time subscribed 
for expires, and all arrearages are paid. 

The date append ed to the subscriber’s name on the slip 
pasted on each paper, indicates the day and year to 
which he has paid. 

Renewals should be made before the date transpires. 

When the address of a paper is to be changed, the OLD 
and the NEW should be given. 

8a§-Should you remit, and on examining the label on 
your paper you do not find the proper credit given after 
two weeks have elapsed, please inform us by postal, so 
that any failure to reach us may be discovered, or any 
mistake or omission may be corrected. 

4a We do make mis takes sometimes, and we want the 
aid of pastors, agents and all interested, in correcting 
them. 

4a- Remittances should be made payable by Check, 
Draft, Postal Money Order, or Registered Letter to the 
order of Tur REFORMED CuuRCH PusBLicaTIoN Housz, 
9°97 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHAS. G. FISHER. 
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PLEASE NOTICE 
TAG ON YOUR PAPER, 


And if you are indebted for 


SUBSCRIPTICNS 


REMIT WITHOUT DELAY. 


Subscriptions are Due in Advance. 


ALMANACS for (888 


The Eastern Almanac for 1888 is now ready for distri- 
bution. 

It is an interesting annual—surpassing the issues of 
other years. Its pages are filled with matters of 1 terest 
to the whole Church-— presenting principally the Church 
work claiming our attention at this t-me—Home and 
Foreign Missions. 

It pages contain also por'raits of men that have been 
and are prominent in the Church, and pictures of some 
of the churches that have been recently erected. 

It is, in fact, worthy ot circulation throughout the 
whol@ Church—covering the work of Missions within 
onr bonds as a Church—East and West. Every family 
should have one. It will be sent at the usual rates: 


Six copies 


100 Copies, $5.00 
50 2.75 
R23 i 66 75 

Single Copy, Postpaid, 1% 


When to be sent by mail 18 cents per dozen must be 
added for every dozen ordered. 


THE WESTER ALMANAC 


Supplied atthe same rates as noted above. 


GERMA% ALMANAC. 


We can a'so fill orders fos the German Almanac at the 
usual rates. 


12 Copies, (Postage, 16 cts.) 95 Cts. 
Single Copy, Postpaid, 12 Cis. 
Address, 


Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Arch Street, Philadelphia, 


NEW & OLD BOOKS, 


We would call attention to the follow- 
ing books thathave been recently publish=- 
ed, and are for sale by us at the prices 
named, postpaid ;: 

Historic Manual of the Reformed 

Church in the U. 8., Rev. J. H. 


Dubbs, D D., $1.50 
The Substantial Philosophy, Rev. J. 
I. Swander, D.D., 1.50 
Letters to Soys and Girls about the 
Holy Land and the First Christmas, 
Rev. Theo. Appel, D.D., 35 
Lord’s Portion, tev. H. Harbaugh, 
D.D., Kaper, 25 
Muslin, 30 
Service Book and Hymnal, Rev. W. 
¥F. Lichliter, Piain Muslin, 25 
Red cdges, +6 40 
A Treatise on Baptism, Rev, J. J. 
Leberman, 60 
Recollections of College Life, Rev. 
Theodore Appel, D.D., 1.25 
Beginnings of the Theological Semi- 
nary of the Reformed Charch in 
the U.8., Rev. Theo. Appel, D.D., 
Paper, -50 3 Muslin, 75 
A Child’s Life of Christ, Rev. C. Z. 
Weiser, D.D., 1.00 
The Gospe) Call, Book of Sermons by 
Rev. J. K. Millett, deceased 3 edited 
by Rev. «©. 8. Gerhard, 1.50 
History and Doctrines of the Re- 
formed Church, by Rev. J. H. Good. 
A Tract. 50 Copies, 1.00 
100 66 2.00 
300 “ 5.00 
Directory of Worship, Muslin, 15 
Imitation Morocco, 1.25 
1.25 


Young Parson, 
OLD BOOKS AT REDUCED RATES, 
Wayside Gleanings, by Rev B. Baus— 


man, D.D., (former price, $1.25), 60 

Christological Theology, Rey. H, 
Harbaugh, D,D., Single Copy, 05 
Dozen, 50 


Addres-, 


Reformed Church Pub, House, 


907 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa 
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In Memoriam. 


ELDER COL. LEVI RINKER. 


Diep.—At his residence, Rinkerton. 
Va., January 7, 1888, Elder Colonel Levi 
Rinker, aged 78 years, 8 months and Ig 
days. 

th being called upon to record the death 
of this good and useful man becomes the 
most painful duty of the writer’s pastoral 
experience. 

He had hoped that it should never fall 
to his lot to consign to the cold earth the 
body of this much beloved brother. But 
God designed it otherwise, and so on-the 
gth of January, 1888, attended by an im- 
mense concourse of people, admiring 
friends and mourning relatives, in the 
midst of a blinding snow storm, we ten- 
derly laid his weary body away to rest, in 
the new graveyard at Grace church ina 
spot selected by himself, to await the final 
resurrection, 

Surely a great one has fallen in Israel! 
Who shall rise up in his stead? We feel 
incapable of preparing the tribute his me- 
mory deserves. on account of the many 
virtues and excellent qualities he pos- 
sessed. He was an exceptional man in 
his generation, and hence worthy of a 
more elaborate notice than we are able to 
give, 

Very few men possessed better natural 
endowments than the deceased. He 
transcended his fellows, with as good and 
better advantages, by his untiring perse- 
verance in quest of knowledge. His 
companionship, therefore, was equal to 
any emergency, either in business or 
social life, and he retained these disposi- 
tions, to a remarkable degree, up to the 
time of his death. 

The day before he died he went to 
Woodstock, the county seat, to transact 
some business, and returned to Mount 
Jackson on the afternoon train, and gtop- 
ped with his eldest son, appearing to be in 
very fine spirits, relating anecdotes and 
passing the compliments of the day. He 
then returned home in time for supper, 
of which he ate sparingly. He then 
mounted his horse and rode up through 
the home farm and returned after dark, 
and after spending an hour with his fam- 
ily, read until eleven o’clock or after, as 
was his usual custom, and then retired in 
good health, 

Between twelve and one o’clock, his 
loving and faithful daughter, who was 
ever solicitous of her father’s welfare, 
heard him making a distressing noise, and 
hastily repaired to his room, to inquire the 
cause, and found him trying to light his 
lamp. She told him that she would light 
it, and he returned to his bed, complain- 
ing of a severe pain in the right side of 
his head. He then remarked to his 
daughter and son, Peter, who had then 
arrived, that perhaps if he could get to 
sleep he would feel better. Shortly after- 
ward he became unconscious, and remain- 
ed so all of the next day, until about six 
o'clock in the evening, when he fell peace- 
fully asleep: Thus by one powerful stroke 
of paralysis, this eventful life was brought 
to a close. 

Col. Levi Rinker’s ancestors came from 
Zurich, Switzerland. Col, Jacob Rinker, 
Levi’s grandfather, upon his arrival in 
America, resided for awhile in Pennsyl- 
vania, but soon afterwards came to Vir- 
ginia, where he spent the remaining 54 
years of his life. Absalom, Col. Levi’s 
father, resided at Cabin Hill, Virginia, 
where Levi was born April 19, 1809, 

Absalom Rinker was a leading member 
of Zion’s Reformed church, in which he 
was the ballast of power, and kept order, 
by presenting his cane, whilst the pastor 
presented the Word. Under this discipline 
the lad Levi grew up. 

At the age of 17 years he was admitted 
into full communion with the church by 
the solemn rite of confirmation by Rev. 
Deatrick Graves. 

About this time he eame to Mill Creek, 
now Rinkerton, with a small bundle in his 
hand in quest of business. 

His naturally fertile brain yearned for 
information and exercise, and he accord- 
ingly availed himself of the meagre edu 
cational advantages of those times, and 
by them laid the foundation for his great 
usefulness in Church and State in after 
life 

As an illustration of his industry and 
application, during his seventeenth year 
he prepared a useful book of mathematics, 
comprising all of the component parts of 
the arithmetics to which he had recourse. 
The book used for this purpose is a large 
account book, beautifully illustrated with 
drawings and pen paintings, and is a 

model of neatness. 

At this period his mind was vacillating 


between the holy ministry and secular 
business. 
couragement, 


together with a natural 


| fascination for business, he gave up the 


ministry and began his memorable career 
November 1, 1826. 

On the 26th day of May, 1836, he en 
tered into holy wedlock with Miss Mar- 
garet Jane Reed. The fruit of this union 
was six sons and four daughters, Three 
daughters and oneson died in infancy. 
His be.oved wife preceded him to the 
eternal world over eighteen years ago, 
May 1, 1869. 

On the gth of March, 1832, ‘‘in conse- 
quence of the special trust and confidence 
reposed in the patriotism, valor, fidelity, 
and ability of Levi Rinker, pursuant to 
the Constitution and Laws of Virginia, he 
was commissioned Captain of the 13th 
Regiment of Infantry of the 7th Brigade 
and 3d Division.” This commission was 
given under Gov. John Floyd. 

The following year, September 16, 1833, 
he was commissioned Major of the same 
Regiment of Virginia Militia. 

In 1835, Gov. Littleton W. Tazewell, in 
pursuance of the authority vested in him 
by the Constitution and Laws of the Com- 
monwealth, commissioned Levi Rinker 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the same Regi- 
ment of Infantry of the Line, Brigade and 
Division. 

Thus it is seen that at the early age of 
twenty three years, he began to be en- 
trusted with public positions of honor, 
which he filled with becoming dignity and 
fidelity. 

He was a handsome man in his young- 
er days, possessing a martial spirit, well 
calculated to arouse the jealousy of offi- 
cers of superior rank. 

Intuitively enjoying fine business quali- 
fications, as also good habits of life, and 
an excellent moral character, he acquired 
a great deal of valuable property. Al- 
most every thing he undertook prospered 
in his hands. 

He began surveying when only 12 years 
of age, and followed it more or less up to 
the time of his death. 

Administering on many large estates, 
before he came into middle life, together 
with his own prosperous business, he soon 
found himself engrossed with many per 
plexing cares which were never mitigated. 

At one time he owned 1800 acres of 
valuable land ; besides a number of mills, 


factories and dwellings. . During the des- 
Olating period of the late civil war he 
suffered heavy losses of personal property. 
Nearly all of his mills and barns were 
burned, and a great deal of live stock car- 
ried off by the contending armies. 


He never fully recovered from these 
losses. The expense entailed upon him 
in replacing his property was enormous. 

In the midst of all his pressing financial 
and business engagements, he always 
found time for meditation and study. A 
person not acquainted with Col. Rinker 
would, while conversing with him, suppose 
that he was a literary man. He was 
familiar with many of the leading poets, 
and quoted them at will, besides possess- 
ing a large fund of historical information 
on almost all general subjects, made him 
a very genial conipanion indeed. 


In addition to his business and literary 
acquisitions he had thoroughly informed 
himself on the doctrines and cultus of his 
own beloved Reformed church, as well as 
of the history and peculiarities of other 
denominations and sects. 

He was a life reader of the REFORMED 
CHURCH MESSENGER and Guardian, and 
aided in their circulation. 

He was thoroughly conversant with the 
early history of the Reformed church in 
Virginia, being personally acquainted with 
almost all of the Reformed ministers from 
Revs. Brown and Otterbein, down to the 
present day. He often spoke of prepar- 
ing a history of the Reformed Church of 
the Valley of Virginia, and it is very much 
regretted that he did not, for certainly 
possessing all the personal knowledge he 


‘did of things and events, eminently quali- 


fied him for such a responsible task. 


He was frequently elected delegate elder 
to represent his charge at the annual ses- 
sions of Classis. 

For many years he held in trust the well- 
known. “ Hickel bequest’ of $1,000, for 
beneficiary education, and annually paid 
the interest thereon. Thus in Church and 
State he was implicitly honored with 
public trusts. He loved his church, not 
only for her historical pre-eminence, but 
more especially on account of her rich, 
fundamental system of Christological 
Theology. Few laymen in the church 
comprehended that idea better than Elder 
Rinker. His intelligence enabled him to 
properly appreciate the glorious redemp- 
tion wrought out by our blessed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

His home was ever open to the ministry, 


For the want of proper en- | 


not only to the Reformed church, but to 
all others. 

Writes one who knew him and has been 
to his home—‘‘ His home was ever open 
to all, true, Viginia hospitality being dis- 
pensed with a free and liberal hand.” 

Another, who knew him for 60 years, 
and had been his pastor for thirty, says — 
‘His hospitality was indeed unbounded. 
In all the relations of life he was faithful 
in the discharge of all duties imposed 
upon him,” ; 

He was a man of strong will power and 
energy, persevering in whatever he under 
took, whether in church or civil affairs. 
He possessed a strong sanguine tempera 
ment, which sometimes got the better of 
his judgment, and for which in calmer 
moments, he regretted with deep sorrow. 
Over thesé erratic and impulsive acts he 
often sighed and expressed sorrow. 

To his friends he was ever kind and 
helpful, and to his enemies forgiving, and 
in this at least he was God-like. 

The poor ever found in him a helpful 
friend. He fedthe hungry and clothed 
the naked. Blessed by inheritance and 
success in business pursuits, he came into 
the possession of a large amount of this 
world’s goods, which enabled him to do 
much forthe upbuilding of the Redeemer’s 
kmgdom, 

There is, perhaps,no layman in the 
Reformed church in the Valley of Virginia 
who has contributed more of his means 
for the prosperity of the Reformed church 
than the deceased. He was a liberal con- 
tributor to all the churches in Mt. Jack- 
son, belonging exclusively to other de- 
nominations, 

To him and his liberality is due the 
credit for the erection of the beautitul 
Grace church, near his home. But for 
him and/his giving, under God, the con- 
gregation to-day would not enjoy the 
blessings and privileges which come to 
them in this beautiful and comfortable 
spiritual home. 

The churches at St. John’s, Cross Roads, 
Winchester, County Line, Timberville and 
many others in the bounds of Virginia 
Classis, as well as of other denominations, 
testify to his liberality. 

The splendid new parsonage at Mount 
Jackson is another monument of his 
liberality, upon which he bestowed much 
money and labor. 

Much more might be said in praise of 
this faithful servant of the Lord, but time 
and space fail us. 

Revs. A. K. Kline and H. Tallhelm 
were the only ministers of Classis present 
to take partin the solemn services, the 
pastor preaching the sermon based on Jo» 
7: 9-10,1 Cor. 15: 20. The occasion 
was one in whichsilence and tears seemed 
to be the best servitors in the presence of 
the illustrious dead. He was beautiful 
even in death. The calm and peaceful 
expression of his face bespoke his hope 
and consolation in the resurrection power 
of Christ, while he lived. 

Elder Levi Rinker will be greatly missed 
by the congregation of which he was a 
faithful member for 61 years, and by none 
more than his humble pastor. The de- 
ceased leaves a daughter and five sons 
and a number of grandchildren to mourn 
his loss. 

May God abundantly bless and comfort 
them in their great bereavement, and 
bring them all finally into the haven of 
peace and safety, to meet the sainted dead 
who await their coming. G. A. W. 


Miscellaneous. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 


ENDOWMENT WORK. 


A convention in the interests of the pre- 
sent Endowment Movement for additional 
Professors in our Theological Seminary 
at Lancaster, was held recently in the 
Dunning’s Creek charge, Bedford county, 
Pa, 

This charge is at present without a pas- 
tor, but the members gave the Classical 
Committee, under whose direction the 
convention was held, a cordial invitation 
to come among them. Two sessions were 
held in each one of the three churches 
composing the charge. The attendance 
was good, and much interest was mani- 
fested by all. Besides the Classical Com- 
mittee, Revs. C. J. Musser, of Huntingdon, 
and E. S. Hassler, of St. Clairsville, there 
were present as speakers—Reyv. A. T. G. 
Apple, of Friend’s Cove, S. C. Long, of 
Mann’s Choice, C, W. Summey, of Clays- 


burg, and F, W. Brown, of Schellsburg. 


Addresses were made on subjects like 
these: “ History of the Seminary,” “ Ne- 
cessity for an Educated Ministry,” “ The 
Need of More Ministers,” “ Past Endow- 
ment of our Seminary,” “The Field of 
Instruction in the Seminary,” “ The Need 
of Additional Professors,” ‘‘The Present 
Endowment Movement,” etc., etc, 

After the convention the committee 
spent four days in making an extended 
canvas of the charge, visiting all the 
members, and receiving their contribu- 
tions. They were kindly received, and 
are well satisfied with the result of their 
labors. Spiritually, intellectually, and in 
a financial way, has the convention proved 
asuccess. The result here is just the 
same as in other places, where like con- 
ventions have been held. It goes to show 
that if in all the charges of the three 
Synods similar educational conventions 
should be-held, it would not be long until 
the glorious project of placing three more 
professors in our Seminary would be fully 
accomplished. In this charge, as the re- 
sult of the convention, the people have 
been strengthened and built up in Chris- 
tian knowledge, faith, and practice, anda 
nice, snug sum has been given by them 
for the Endowment Fund. 

We hope they may soon secure the ser- 
vices of a faithful pastor, and thus again 
enjoy the regular services of the sanc- 
tuary. May God bless them in alli their 
interests here, and crown them with the 
everlasting reward hereafter. 

Eo Sooke 
een es 
4g Any old subscriber sending us the 
mame of a new subscriber and $350 in 
cash will receive credit for one year on his 
own subscription. 


Church News. 


4a- Stated Clerks of Classes and Pastors will oblige 


us by sending such Items of News as will be of interest 
to the Church. d Seren ae 


OUR OWN CHURCH. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Lebanon.—St, John’s. At avery inter- 
esting congregational meeting held on the 
6th inst., the members of St. John’s Re- 
formed church resolved to add one hun- 
dred dollars to their pastor’s salary for the 
coming year. This shows a very generous 
spirit upon the part of the people of St. 
John’s, especially in view of the fact that 
during the past year the pastor twice re- 
ceived the gift of a hundred dollars; all 
these good things occurring whilst the 
members of the congregation were being 
called upon to contribute liberally toward 
the erection of a very fine and commo- 
dious parsonage. 


Orangeville—Rev. A. Houtz, pastor. 
Christmas services were held in all the 
congregations of this charge. St. james 
church was beautifully decorated with 
arches, festoons, wreaths and two heavily 
loaded trees. The services, referring to 
both Christmas and Missions, consisted of 
responsive readings, recitations, addresses 
and singing. All of which were well ren- 
dered and did credit to the participants. 

Zion church was also decorated in its 
usual good style, and its exercises, in 
character, were not unlike the foregoing. 
Instead of the Christmas tree they had the 
ladder arrangement. This consisted of 
three ladders united in the form of a large 
A. This was neatly covered with ever- 
green, and from the rounds were suspend- 
ed over 700 gifts, 

The Orangeville church has had several 
improvements made lately through the 
activity of the Ladies’ Society. The old 
stoves with their tottering pipes have been 
removed, and a new furnace placed in 
the basement. The seats, which were 
modernized with walnut trimmings, were 
rearranged so asto form a middle aisle 
and two side aisles. The walls were re- 
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papered in the most approved style. 
being all done just before Christmas, was, 
in itself, a fine decoration, But willing 
hands gave the church a fine evergreen | 
decoration also, The exercises consisted | 
of recitations, addresses, dialogues and 
tableaus. The music was pronounced 
very fine by all. At this Christmas enter- 
tainment we had neither tree nor.ladder, 
but a mysterious something was concealed | 
in a clump of evergreens to the left of the 
pulpit. Do I hear some one say it was 
Santa Claus! No, it was not he. We 
waited till near the close of the exercises 
when we beheld a novel as weil as a | 
beautiful sight. It consisted of a neatly | 
constructed chariot, loaded with Christmas | 
gifts, drawn by four fairies—young ladies | 
dressed in white, studded with silver stars. 
This was driven bya fairy groom who 
delivered her message in song. After this 
all five joined in the distribution of gifts. 
This typified God's ministering spirits 
bringing the chariot of heavenly blessings 
to man. The gifts were of a uniform 
chtracter, and had the effect to prevent | 
any ill feeling on the part of any one. 


Aaronsburg.—F ebruary 6th, 1888, was a | 
happy day at the home of Elder and Mrs. | 
James G. Evans, near Spring Milis, Pa. 
The occasion was the celebration of their | 
golden wedding. The mild, winter day, 
the bracing air, and the clear sunlight, | 
were all indications of the cheer and kind- 
mess that have always pened in this 
happy family. 

Father and Mother Evans, now venér- 
ablein old age, ind much in their chil- 
dren to comfort them in their declining 
years. Whilst Wells is industriously fol- 
lowing the honorable vocation of a farmer, 
Kryder, John and Prof. D. M. Wolf are! 
well known as worthy ministers of the 
Gospel. The last named is placed among 
the sons for the reason that he has always 
been regarded as 4 sonin the family. It 
was through his connection with this fam- 
ily that the way was finally opened for} 
his entrance into the ministry of the Re- 
formed church. 

Besides the sons and grandchildren who 
were all present, there also came, to ex- 
tend their congratulations to the aged 
couple, many of their neighbors, and of 
their friends and relatives in other parts 
of the State. Among these were the 
Revs, L.C. Edmonds, J. F. DeLong, T. | 
S. Land and Z. A. Yearick, and Dr. Wolf, 
of Oil City. 

At 12 o'clock a sumptuous dinner was | 
served to the entire satisfaction of the) 

natural man. 

Many valuable tokens of love and 
esteem were presented to Father and 
Mother Evans. The crowning feature of 
the occasion was the presentation of a 
golden-wedding ring by Rev. LC. Ed- 
monds, 2 former pastor, who made an ap- | 
propriate address, 

The day was very pleasantly spent, and | 
seemed only too short a time for so happy | 
and congenial a meeting together. All| 
left leaving their well-wishes with the aged | 
couple to whom they had come to do| 
honor. 


Martinsburg.— Hickory Bottom Charge. | 
Rev. W. A. Long, pastor, At the recent} 
holy communion services in the Mount | 
Flzasan? congregation sixteen persons 
were added to the church. Two weeks | 
later, at Sharfsburz, two were added to| 
the membership. 

Littlestrwn_—Christ Church. Rev. FS. | 
Eimdaman, pastor. At the communion 
services held at Christ church, near Lit-| 


tlestewn, on the 29th ult, thirty-one mem- 
bers were added to the church. 


| Mr. Killian responded. 


ltime he has been an elder of the church. 


| terest in the work of his church. 


|toral relation and dismissed him to the 


| tholomew’s charge. 


This | country, dwelling mainly on the encour- | tematically. 


aging progress of the missions established 
there. He discussed at some length the 
hospitable treatment of missionaries by the 
people, the eagerness with which they 
receive the truths of Christianity, and the 
substantial efforts they are putting forth 
towards making their churches self-sus 
taining. The address was full of interest- 
ing descriptions of Japanese manners and 
customs, as well as the climate, topography 
and vegetation of the country. 


Reamstown,—Friday, February 3rd, was 
E. S, Killian’s 79th birthday. A surprise 
was determined upon. Himseif and wife 
were taken from home and upon their 
return they found assembled there, their 
|two sons and two daughters with their 
families, also Elias Killian and wife, and 
Mrs. Sallie Sarah, Reamstown, Mr. A. 
Killian and wife, Denver, Mrs. John 
Killian, Mrs. M. Phillips, and Miss Lucy 
Killian, Lancaster, and Rev. S. Sweitzer, 
Lincoln. The aged couple were kindiy 
remembered with valuable presents. After 
partaking from a well-prepared table, Rev. 
S. made an appropriate address, to which 


Mr. K, has been a member of the Re- 
formed church at Reamstown for over fifty 
years, about seventeen years of which 


Prior to his eldership he was for many 
years superintendent and teacher of the 
Sunday-school. He isa constant reader 
‘of the MESSENGER, and takes a deep in- 


Berlin.—Zion s Charge. Rev. A. J. 
Heller, pastor. Interesting Christmas ser- 
vices were held in the Mt. Zion and Trin- 
|ity congregations. The Order of Worship 
for Christmas was used. The Good Work 
Society of Mt. Zion congregation recently 
donated $15 to Sioux City Mission, $15 to 
lola Church Building Fund, and $10 to 
Girls’ School at Sendai, Japan. 


Me. Carnel—A Nz ew Charce. The Mt 
Carmel charge, lately constituted by East 


Susquehanna Classis, consists of three 
congregations, with excellent prospects of 
growth and development, particularly in 
the town of Mt, Carmel, The joint con- 
sistory has been organized and the charge 
is now anxiously looking for a shepherd. 
The salary offered approximates $600 for 
the first year, with every hope of increase 
in the future. Rev. T. J. Hacker, of 
Shamokin, is the chairman of the com- 
mittee on supply, and he will give any in- 
formation cheerfully. We might add that 
German and English preaching will be 
required, 


Weissport—Rev. J. E. Freeman has re- 
signed as pastor of the Weissport charge. 
The Classis of East Pennsylvania at a 
recent special meeting dissolved the pas- 


Goshenhoppen Classis. At the same 
meeting the Classis divided the Weissport 
charge, consisting of five congregations. 
Weissport charge to consist of Weissport 
and East Mauch Chunk congregations, 
and Towamensing charge to consist of 
Towamensing, Perryville and Big Creek 
congregations. 

Rev. Freeman became pastor in 1876, 
| The charge then was composed of three 
| congregations, a part of Rev. A. R. Bar- 
Two congregations 
| were formed and added since then. The 
salary at the beginning was $500, and at 
the close of his pastorate it was $1300. 
A commendable progress in twelve years. 


Reading.—Second. Revs. C. F. Mc- 
Cauley, D D., pastor, R. W. Miller, assis- 
tamt pastor. The monthly missionary 
meeting of this church was held on the 


Gettysdurg.—We clip the following from 
the Getiysiurg Camgiler: On Wednesday 
evening, Rey. A. D.Gring,2 Reformed 
missionary who has lived over eight years | 
im Japan,and now im this country 22] 
cuperating, addressed a large audience im 
the Reformed-church on this interesting 


evening of the 2d inst. A large number 
were in attendance. In addition to the 
entertainment exercises, D. N. Schaeffer, 
Esq. gave 2 practical address on Michael 
Schlatter’s work in Pennsylvania, and 
Miss Low Ermentrout read an essay on 
Wm. Carey. The society is growing sy<-) 


The children have jugs. 
The older people receive envelopes month- 
ly. One envelope at the last monthly 
meeting contained $3 for the Sendai Build- 
ing Fund. 


Boyertown.—Rev. James E, Freeman, 
recently of Weissport, has accepted a call 
to the pastorate of the Boyertown charge, 
lately served by Rev. L. J. Mayer. He has 
already entered upon his duties. 


MARYLAND. 


Jefferson.—Rev. N. H. Skyles, pastor. 
On the evening of the Ist of February a 
large number of the members of the 
Jefferson congregation gave their pastor 
and family a surprise visit. It was a 
complete surprise. They came to the 
number of forty or more; bearing gener- 
ous gifts, filling the parsonage larder and 
pantry and stable. Several hours were 
spent socially together, in which all en- 
joyed themselves. When about to dis- 
perse, the pastor briefly, but teelingly, re- 
turned thanks to the kind donors for their 
generous expression of sympathy and 
love. Then followed the singing of 
“Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow,” etc., and the benediction by the 
pastor. 

OHIO. 

West Alexandria—Rey. H. L. Hart, 
pastor. The Lord’s Supper was adminis- 
tered in West Alexandria on New Year’s 
Day. Thirty-four were added to the 
church. The congregation is in a pros 
perous condition. 

Baltimore —Communion services were 
held in the St. Jacob’s congregation on the 
22d ult. Thirteen were added to the 
church. The pastor, Rev. D. M. Christ- 
man, was assisted by Rev. H. H. Sandoe. 


Tremont City—Communion services 
were recently held in Mullerstown and St. 
Paris congregations,- Fourteen were added 
to the membership at Mullerstown and one 
at St. Paris. 


—. 


at 
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Sheboygan.—TVhe contract for the erec- 
tion of the College Building at the Mission 
House (German) has been given to a firm 
in Clinton, Wis. Itis to cost $14,625.00. 
Mr. C. F, Arpke has been elected trea- 
surer by the Board of Trustees in place 
of Mr. G. Kremers, resigned, 


IOWA, 


Lisbon.—This mission was established 
about a yearago, It was formerly a part 
of the Tipton charge. It now consists of 
two congregations—Lisbon and St. John’s, 
near Olin, It is under the pastoral care 
of Rev. D.S. Fouse. Services were held 
in the latter congregation, continuing 
more than a week, and closing with the 
communion on the 12th inst., when 18 
members were added to the congregation. 
Of these 14 are heads of families, and 10 
received adult baptism. It has greatly 
strengthened the mission, and places 
bright prospects before that little congre- 
gation. 

PERSONAL, 

We learn from Heidelberg Monthly that 
Rev. J. 1. Swander, D.D., has been invit- 
ed to become a Fellow of the Society of 
Science, Letters and Arts of London, 
England, of which Sir Henry Goold, Bart., 
is President. This is regarded as a very 
high honor in literary and scientific circles 
and not more than a dozen Americans 
have ever been elected to Fellowships, 


Rev. J. H. Good, D.D., bequeathed to 
the Seminary at Tiffin a good part of his 
theological library. The books are now 
being sorted and placed in the Seminary 
library. 

Rev. R. Duenger, D.D., of Ashland, 
Pa., recently celebrated his eightieth birth. 
day. Quite a number of his parishioners 
called upon him during the day, bringing 
with them not only kindly greetings but 
also substantial tokens of affection, Rev. 
Father Duenger bears his eighty years 
well. He has learned the art of growing 


old gracefully, and as he himself remark- 
ed after indulging in reminiscences o! the 
past, “Es ist doch schon alt zu sein.” 
Whilst his body begins to give evidence 
of the wear of time yet his intellectual 
faculties are remarkably bright, preaching 
every Sunday to his flock the same grand, 
old truths of the gospel. This aged 
patriarch in the church is venerated and 
beloved by his people. 


THE POSTAL, CARD: 


I presume you have received it. We 
refer to the postal card sent out to all our 
ministers by the ‘‘ King’s Daughters,” the 
ladies’ benevolent society of the St. Jacob’s 
Reformed church of the New Lisbon, 
Ohio, charge. The purpose of the ladies 
is a praiseworthy one, and we trust the 
card will not be thoughtlessly cast aside 
without first receiving your prayerful con- 
sideration. All proceeds are to be devoted 
to the work of Foreign Missions. 

R. B. REICHARD, Pastor. 


RESOLUTIONS OF RESPECT. 


WHEREAS, In the Piovidence of God, 
Ellis N. Kremer has felt himself constrain- 
ed to close his pastorate of the Bedford 
charge of the Reformed church, and ac- 
cepted a caé/to Harrisburg, we, the con- 
sistory of the charge, cannot pass un- 
noticed his earnest, faithful and affection- 
ate services for sixteen long years, and 
have therefore ordered to be transcribed 
upon the minutes of the consistory, and 
published in the REFORMED CHURCH MEs- 
SENGER and the Bedford papers, the fol- 
pes resolutions, to wit: 

Resolved, That we part with Pastor 
Pectin with affectionate regret, and only 
feel reconciled in the hope that the Lord 
has cailed him to a larger field of useful- 
ness, better fitted for his abilities and faith- 
fulness as a pastor. 

2. Resolved, That in view of his long 
and faithful services, endearing him to his 
people, and of his piety, and his walk and 
conversation as a courteous gentleman, 


‘|securing him the highest standing and ~ 


respect in the esteem of the whole com- 
munity, we present him to the people of 
his new charge as in every way worthy of 
their earnest support, and commend him 
to their reverence, love and obedience in 
the Lord, 
Unanimously adopted. 

T. SPEER GILCHRIST. 

A. C. DANIELS. 

J. Scorr CoRLE, 

Joun P, REED. 

Jon M. SHOEMAKER, 

JouHN A. Mowry. 

JOHN SHOEMAKER, 


Bedford, Pa., February 7th, 1888. 


MIGHT AS WELL DIE ON THAT AS ANYTHING 
ELSE, 


When one has suffered on, month after 
month, consulted all the best “ Medicine 
Men” within reach, tried all the remedies 
suggested by sympathizing friends, still 
sutfers on, becoming weaker and more 
wretched, it is little wonder that sucha 
one becomes despondent, and cries out, 
“1 might as well die on one thing as an- 
other, and therefore will try anything, even 
the Compound Oxygen.” 

Mr, Alonzo Clark, chief salesman in the 
large business house of Davis, Collamore 
& Co., of New York, was so greatly re- 
duced by long continued lung trouble, 
proceeding from malaria, that the doctors 
gave him up. They said, “if you have 
any business affairs to arrange, you had 
better arrange them soon, for you cannot 
live long.”’ He had all the symptoms of 
advanced consumption. By this time he 
thought the doctors had done all they 
could do for him, which they verily had, 
at the rate of ten dollars a visit. Some- 
body dropped a hint in his ear about 
Compound Oxygen, and he thought he 
might as well die on that as anything else. 
But on taking it fora little while, he found 
he was not going to die. To make a long 
story short, Mr. Clark is again at his post 
in the store on Broadway, and attending 
to business with his old-time regularity. 
He is, as might be expected from his ex- 
perience, a very firm believer in Compound 
Oxygen. 

This Compound Oxygen has a history 
embodied ina very interesting 200-page 
treatise, which is sent by mail on applica- 
tion to Drs. Starkey & Palen, 1529 Arch 
street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


HOME. 

—The Congregational Union received 
last year $152,693, an increase of $32,096. 
It aided 105 churches, Its year now cor- 
responds with the calendar year. 


—Mennonites, it is said, have been hold- 
ing a faith-cure convention in Reading, 
Pa., at which many ‘‘cures” were per- 
formed amid much excitement and dis- 
order, 


—It is said that by the formation of So- 
cieties of Christian Endeavor from among 
the younz people of localities in New Eng- 
land, a number of almost dead churches 
in rural districts have been revived and 
have become stronger than ever before. 


— \ccording to Dr. Dorchester, there 
were in 1880, 10,020,090 members of Evan- 
gelic.l Protestant churches in the United 
States who, from 1870 to 1880, gave annu- 
ally for missions, home and foreign, ¢5,- 
000,099, an average of fifty-five cents for 
each mem er. 


—The Lutheran, of Philadelphia, prints 
alist of English translations of Luther’s 
Battle Eymn, “ 27m feste Burg ist unser 
Gott.” Tuere are no fewer than f fty-nine 
different translations of the first line. The 
one whic occurs oftenest is: ‘A mighty 
fortress is our God.” It occurs seven times. 


—There is a remarkable coincidence in 
th: lives of the Protestant kpiscopal 
Bishop; Talbot and Leonard, life-long 
friends. They were boys together in a 
little mission in Missouri, starting to 
school th: same day, sitting at the same 
desk. They were confirmed together, to- 
gether were ordained deacon and priest, 
each celebrated matrimony for the other, 
and now they are appointed bishops over 
neighboring jurisdictions.—Madisox ( Ws.) 
Sournal, 


FOREIGN. 


—There are only three Protestant 
churcies on the Island of Cuba—at Ha- 
vana, Matanzas and Cienfuegos—all re- 
cently organized. , 


—The approximate returns issued la‘ely 
show that there are now in England 2,026 
churches and 2,852 chapels connected with 
the Baptist denomination. The sittings 
provided in these total 917,439. 


—London has a population of 5,416,006, 
and the sittings in the churches afford ac- 
commodations for 1,993,509, which perhaps 
is about half of the adult population. Of 
these sittings the Established Church furn- 
ishes 4.95 per cent. and the free churches 
50.5 per cent. 


—Dr. Chimberlain’s scheme for a unit- 
ed Presbyterian Church in India, the 
thirteen Presbyterian and Reformed bodies 
represented in the Empire uniting in one 
general assembly, has, according to the 
Scottish Free Church Monthly, b :en favor- 
ably received in Scotland. It has been 
approved, we believe, in this country. 


—The McAIl Mission has opened sever- 
al new halls at Paris, and in a few days 
halls will also be opened at St. Germaine- 
en-Laye, Nantes (second hall), Antikes, 
Thiers, Sainte Florence. The Church at 
Rheims has opened two popular halls for 
evangelistic and social work, the whole ex- 
pens: of erection being borne by the 
Church. 


— Numerous correspondents of the Jew- 
ish papers written from Jerusalem, bear 
testimony to the exceptionally harsh treat- 
ment of the Jews at the hands of the Turk- 
ish authorities. The Government has is- 
sued orders forbidding foreign Jews who 
are new arrivals in the Holy Land from 
staying ther: longer thin thirty days. 
“Palestine,” say these tyrannical rulers, 
“isa country of holy places and ancient 
tombs, and not of commerc:;” and to 
visit these places, thirty days are consider- 
ed more than enou rh, 


—The early part of John Calvin’s life 
has had new light cast on it by important 
discoveries made by Abel Lefranc. Le- 
franc is a descendant of a relative 
of John Calvin’s. He _ has © discover- 
ed from the state archives of Noyon, 
Calvin’s birth-place: 1. That Calvin was 
a Protestant already in his early life in the 
city of his birth. 2. That Calvin’s father 
had then played an important part as an 
enemy of the Papal priesthood. 3. That 
he was excommunicated from the Church 
before the year 1531, and 4. That Calvin 
himself was cast into prison in 1534. 


—The Friends have had a mission sta 
tion fn Constantinople since 1881, when a 
young Armenian, who had been educated 
in England began work. In 1883 a meet- 
ing was organized, with twenty men and wo- 
men enrolled as members. Property was 
purchased for the mission in 1884 in 
Stamboul, at a cost of $8,000, and a dis- 
pensary was established, to which Moslems 
as well as Armenians resort. The Friends 
also have an industrial school at Babjijig, 
sixty miles from Constantinople, with 
thirty scholars. The mission, as a Friend 
writes us, iS carried on in entire harmony 
with the work of the American Board. 
The Friends have been careful, he writes, 
not to open a mission “ to feed on the con- 
verts of the noble American Board.’’ 


~ NOTICE. 


The Conference on Union between the 
Reformed Church of America and the Re- 
formed Church in the United States will be 
postponed from the 13th and 14th of 
March to Tuesday and Wednesday, the 3d 
and 4th of April. This is done for the 
convenience of the committee; and also 
of the brethren who might findvit difficult 
to attend before their Easter or spring com- 
munions. All ministers in each of the 
Reformed churches are entitled to a seat 
in the Conference and also delegate elders 


te Classes. It is hoped that there will be 
a large attendance from both denomi- 


nations. 
James I. Goob, 


W. J. R. TayLor, 
J. S. KIEFFER. 
Committee. 


How Lo 6Gure 
SKin § ocalp 
DISEASES 
owith the< 
, CUTICURA 
/#}) REMEDIES. 


‘HE MO3T DISTRESSING “FORMS OF SKIN 

and scalp diseases, with loss of hair, from infancy 
to old age, are speedily, e. onomically and permanently 
cured by the Cuticura Remepigs, when ali other :e- 
medies and metho is fail. 

Curicura, the great Skin Cure, and Curicura Soap, 
an exquisite Skin Beautifier, prepared from it, éxter- 
nally, and CuricurA Rgsouvent, the new Blood Puri- 
fier, internally, cue every form of skin and blood dis- 
ease, from pimples to scrofula, 

Sold everywhere. Price, Cuticura, soc.; Soap, 25¢. ; 
Resolvent, $1. Prepared by the POTTER DRUG AND 
CHEMICAL CO., Boston, Mass. 

Send for ‘t How to Cure Skin Diseases.”’ 


*«@- Pimples, blackheads, chapped and oily shin “#™% 
aa “ea 


prevented by Curicura Soap. 


R+lief in one minute, for all pains and weak- 
nesses, in CuTicurA AntI-PAtn PrasTsr, the 
only pain killing plaster. 25¢. 


COOD NEWS 
To LADIES. 
Greatest Bargains G.4°2., 
Baking Powder and PR: MIUMS, 
For particulars :ddress 


THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA CO,, 
31 & 33 Vesey St., New York, N.Y, 


ANDRETH’ SEEDS AXE THE BEST 


NORTH, SOUTH, EAST OR WEST. 
D. Landreth & Sons, 21 & 23 So, 6th St. Phila 
ticulars sent FREE. 


U B. M.WOOLLEY, M.D. 


Atlanta, Ga. Office 6544 Whitehall 8t 


BARLOW’sS INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits asa WASH RLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers Your 
rocers ought tohave iton Sale. Ask himforit. D.S. 

WILTBERGER, Prop., 232 N. 2d St, Phila., Pa. 
CLEANED for two 


CARPETS ovens per yards 


out pain. Bogk of nar- 


ee ickerbocker Co.,940N. 9th St. below Girard 
s nue, 


Dyspepsia 

Makes many lives miserable, and often leads to 
self destruction. Distress after eating, sick head# 
ache, heartburn, sour stomach, mental depres- 
sion, etc., are caused by this very common and 
increasing disease. Hood’s Sarsaparilla tones the 
stomach, creates an appetite, promotes healthy 
digestion, relieves sick headache, clears the 
mind, and cures the most obstinate cases of dys- 
pepsia. Read the following: 

“T have been troubled with dyspepsia. I had 
but little appetite, and what I did eat distressed 
me, or did me little good. In an hour after eating 
I would experience a faintness or tired, all-gone 
feeling, as though I had not eaten anything. 
Hood’s Sarsaparilla did me an immense amount 
of good. It gave me an appetite, and my food 
relished and satisfied the craving I had previously 
experienced. It relieved me of that faint, tired, 
all-gone feeling; I have felt so much better since 
I took Hood’s Sarsaparilla, that I am happy to 
recommend it.” G. A. PAGE, Watertown, Mass. 

N. B. Be sure to get only 


Hood’s Sarsaparilla 


Soldbyalldruggists. $1; six for $5. Preparedonly 
by ©. 1. HOOD & CO., Apothecaries, Lowell, Mass. 


100 Doses One Dollar 


COMMON-SENSE GATARRH CURE 
89 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, 0. & 


Is really Common-Sense, YZ 
Simple & Rational. Medi- & 
cating diseased parts hours 
at a time & cures Catarrh, 
Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Asthma, Hay Fever, Ul- 
cerated Nose and Throat. 
Send for Treatise, Question } 
Blank and Testimonials | 
free. det Ed 


HLPS i PLAYERS & SINGERS 


In addition to a la ge Instruction Book such as the 


New Englaud Conservatory Method, 


(for the Piano) ($3 00),every pupil needs a great deal 
ot easy music for practice. This is found in 
avery cheap and convenient torm in 


Clarke’s Dollar Instructor for Piano, $1.00 


Bellak’s Analytical Method for Piano,  .75 
Winner’s Ideal Method for Piano, -5O 
Fairy Fingers. Bxgcnt. 1.00 


Of collections of Studies and Exercises for Piano, we 
publish no less than Two Hundred and Fifty! Pleasc 
send for lists and cat..logues 


Handy Books for Music Learners are: 
Construction, Tuning and Care of the 


Piano, 60 

50: -O Musical Gems. Apbams. Py ti) 
A compact Dic ionary,. 

Kinkel’s Copy Book, 6) 
Very useful musical writing book. 

Stainer’s Dictionary (or Cyciopzedia), 4.00 


Profusely illustiated. 


First-Class and very Successtul Collections of Piano 


Music are: 
Classical Pianist. 42 FINE PIECFS, 1.00 
Piano Classics. 44 PIECES. 100 


Young People’s Classics. 53 PIANO PIECES. 1.00 


Mailed for Retail Price. 


Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston. 
J. E. Dirson & Co., 1228 Chestnut St., Phila. 


NEWMAN'S 
ART 
SORE 
806 
MARKET 


Our specialty is high class work 
at the most reasonable price con- 
sistent with Best Materials 


and Workmanship. 


Parlor Mirrors, 


OT Engravings, 
Etchings, 

PHILADA. Paintings, 

You ARE invited r0| Hagel 8, 

YS .OUR DISPLAY.| Pedestals, 


Picture Frames. 


LARGEST STOCK IN THE CITY. 


OLD FRAMES REGILDED 


equal to new. 


MENEELY & OOMPANY 


"For Churches, Schools, etc., also Chimes 
anc Peals, For more than half a century 
noted fer superiority over all others. 


McShane Beil Foundry 


Finest Crade of Bells, 
Crimes AND Peats for CHURCHES, &e. 
Send for Price and Catalogue. Address 

H. McSHANE 10., 
Baltimore. Ma. 


WS Mention this paper. 


» BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 

Schools, Fire Alarms,Farms, ete, FULL 

WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cincinnati, Q. 


400,000 periodical the vorid.°" sane 


The largest cireulation of any 
periodical in the world. “The 


maland Practical Housekeeper.” A4g~Sample 
copies free. CURTIS PUB. CO., Phila., Pa. 


FARMLOANS 


Secured by FIRST MORTGAGES. 


"i ppp INTERES T to INVESTORS 
28 , SAFE AS 


CNT GOVERNMENT 


B 0 N D Interest payable Semi-Annu=- 

ally, at office or bank of mortgages. 
13 yenrs’ experience, and Never Lost a Dol= 
lar for any customer. Best of references given as to 
ability, integrity, and financial standing: Write for cir 
culars and particulars, Address, 


Lebold, Fisher & Co, Bankers & Loan Agents 


Abilene, Kans. 
By permission we refer to Rev. T, F. Stauffer, Pastor 
Reformed church, Abilene, Kansas, and Rey. D, B. 
Shuey, Emporia, Kans«s, Supt, of Missions, also Rey. M. 
Valentine, D.D., Gettysburg, Pa. i 


JARVIS-CONKLIA 


MORTGAGE TRUST CO. 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. 


Capital paid up, $1,000.000, 
Surplus - 100.000. 
tteserve Liebility, 1.0: 0 GOW, 


Offers its 6 Per Cent. Debenture Bonds of $500, 
$1,000, and $5,600, running ro years, to Trustees, 
+ uardians and Individual Investors, Se- 
cured by First Mortgages on Real Estat- worth three 
times the amount of the loan, and held by the Mer= 
cantile Trust Company of New York, Trus- 
tee. Secured also by the entire paid-up capital of $1,- 
00,000 

It also offers Guaranteed Six Per Cent. first 
mortgages on Kansas City business property and im- 
proved farms in KANSAS and MISSOURI. - 

Call at office or write for fuli particulars to 


JARVIS-CONKLIN MORTGAGE TRUST CO.,, 
w York City, 239 Broadway. 
Providence, R. I., 27 Custom House St. 
Philadelphia, Pa , 144 South 4th St. 
London, England, 95 Gresham St. . 


WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE 
Lawrence, TRUST §Q, Kansas. 


Capital - - - $1,000,000.00 
7 Per Cent. Guaranteed Mortgages. 
6 Per Cent. Gold Debentures. 


8. O. TaacueEr, Prest. Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan., President. © 
G. W. E. Grirrirn, President Merchants’ Nat. Bank, Lawrence, 


Kan., General Manager. 
M. V. B. Buin, 2d Vice-Prest. 


F. M. Perkins, ist Vice-Prest. 
P. BE, Emery, Auditor. L. H. Psrxmis, Secretary. 


B. A. AMBLER, Treasurer. 
OFFICES: 

137 Broadway. N. Y. Crry. O. OC. H1ne & Son, Agents. 
ALBANY, N.Y. M.V.B BuLu & Co., Mng’rs N.Y.& N.B. 
THERESA, N. Y., R. C_Couiis, Agent 

$4 School St., Boston, Mass. M. D. Brooks, 
102 So, 4th St., PHmaDA,, PA, FRANK SKINNER, 
Write for full information. 
L. H, PERKINS, Secretary, Lawrence, Kansas, 


uaranteed Farm Bonds sc 

Trust A‘ D BANKING Co. of Atchison, Kan, Sena- 

tor John J. Ingalls, President. ‘Send for intormation 

to R. M. Manuey, Mgr. Eastern Office, 187 Broadway, 
New York, 


OHY D. KNOX & «O. 
INVESTMENT BANKERS & LOAN AGENTS, 
TOPEKA, KANSAS, i 
Negotiators of KANSAS £I1RST MORTGA- 
GES, See large advertisement next week. 


AMERICAN 


Fire Insurance Company, 


Nos. 308 and 310 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


EQUITABLE MURTGAGE OU. 
Capital, $2,000,000. 
Debentures based on Farm Mortgages. 
PHILADELPHIA OFFick, 122 South Fourth St. 


ent. 
‘an’r, 


OF THE 


ubilee Edition, 1888. 
i Mstablished 1888. In cele- 


rating our golden anniver- 
1 sary, 18 will make a present 
of one packet of Drees 


J4sulden Cluster Wax 


A BEAUTIFUL 


Colored Picture 
Sent to any address on receipt of SIX CENTS. The 
ATHLOPHOROS CO, 112 Wall St., N. York. 


Naas AND PARLOR FURNITURE 


MANUFACTURED BY 


BAXTER C. SWAN, 244 S. 2d St., Phila 
inagd5° °°? WELLING | 


FINISHED InBRONZE AND POL= 
ISHED BRASS, COLORS TO 
MATCH FURNITURE. MADE 
TO EXTEND TO TABLE WHEN 
In USE, Perfectly Safe. 
SEND FOR DESIGNS, FREE. — 


A. J. WEIDENER 
36 S. Second St. Phila. 


¢ Funniest Book Yet! 
OAMANTHA 


| Agents wanted, Price $2.50. 


-AT- 


Sells like Hot Cakes. 


Husparv Bros., Phila 


SARATOGA” 


FEBRUARY 22, 1888.] 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 
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Rev. A. R. Bartholomew, from Miss. Soc., Trin- 
ity Ref. ch., Pottsville, Pa., 100 school pic- 
tures 

Rey. Wm. M. Deatrick, treas. Mercersburg Cl., 
trom Trinity Ref. ch., Waynesboro, Pa., Pas- 
tor Bahner, 

Rev. John H. Beck and family, Mt. Eaton, O., 

Rev. R Cy Zartman, from tnglish Ref. 53s 
Wooster, O., for Girls’ school, Sendai, pidge 
of R. C. Zartman t Ohio Synod, 

Rev. M_ Loucks, Dayton, Ohio, viz., pledge at 
Ren Synod, 25.00, U. Rassner, for Girls? Sch., 


Rev ie A, Hffheins, from Eliza A. Rauch, 
treas, Cong. M's. Soc., Ref. ch. , Martinsburg, 
W. Va., to ansi:t the "S$. S. of said church to 
juifil its pledge in aid of Girls? schoul building, 
Sendai, 

Rev. A. Casselman, from Grace Ref. S. S., 
Lyons, Kansas, 79 s:hool pict res, 

Woman's Miss. Soc, Ref. ch., Columbiana, O74 
per Rev. J. H. Bomberger, plepge at Ohio 
Synod, 

Isaac G: Gerhart, treas. Tohickon Cl, viz., 
Rev. J. G. Dengler, Sellersville chge, 33.94; 
andefrom Mis Soc., 600c; Rev. D. Rothrock, 
Noekamixon cong, 5.00, and trom S. S., 5.00; 
st. Lu e’s S.S, 450; RevereS. S., 7.50; and 
OW. Ki,” 1.00; from Kev. N, Z. Snyder, Ss. 
Bethlehem cong, 16.20, and S$. S. Miss. Sec, 


ftr oo 


II oo 
10 00 


I2 GO 


30 00 


50 00 


79° 


SG CO 


10.00, 143 14 

Rev. F. J. Mohr, Quakertown, Pa., personal gift, 50 00 

Rev. J. F. Busche, D.D., New York, viz, frou 
L, Kenu, 15.co, and Miss Schaetfer, 1 oo; Mrs. 
Schaeffer, 1.00; Mrs. Rettberg, 1 00; and Mrs, 
Kletz, 25 cts., for Girls’ school, Sendai, 

Jacob Heyser, Chambersburg, Pa, from a friend 
of Missions, 

Rev. M. A. Smith, from St. John’s Ref. church, 
Nazareth, Pa, 

John Hottm in, ” Wellesley, Canada, per Rev. 
Aug. Becker, Cleveland, Uhio, 100 schvol pic- 
tures, 

C. E. Wise, treas. Ref. ch., Middletown, Md., 
per Rev. T. F. Hoffmeier, for Girls' schoot 

building, Japan, 

ev TT. F. Hoffmeier, from Ret: ch., Middle- 
town, Md., proceeds of Miss Manzella C. Kel- 
ler’s Missionary Album Quult, procesds to be 
devoted to Girls’ school building, Japan, 

Rey. 1.C Lichlhiter, from ‘Trinity Ref. church, 
Dayton, V,, 

Berl Zariman, Dayton, Ohio, per Rev. M. 
Loucks, 

Rey. Reinhart, Smith, Glassboro, N. J., 4 20, 
and from F, Bang, of kyg Harbor, N. J., 1 0v, 
52 school pictures, 

John Schindler, treas. S. S., Grace Ref. church, 
A cony, O., 21.72, and from Ladles’ Mis. doc. ; 
Ref. ch., Alcony, O., 20.00, 

Sclomon B. Kissell, from S. Ss, Ref. ch., Carlisle, 
Pa., 12.21, and’ from two ‘lady members of 
same church, 2.00, 

Rev. Simon Worf, from McConnellsburg chge, 

Mrs. Maude Ohl, treas. Miss. Soc., Ret. ch., 
Mulberry, Ind., ior building Mission House at 
Scndai, 

Rev. J. H Klein, D.D, thankoffering of Mrs. 
Johns. Zimmerman, ot Ref. ch., Galion, O., 
James T. Reber, teas. Schuylkill CL; from St. 
Mark’s Ker. ch., Cressuna, Pa., Pastor J. aA. 

Reber, 

C.F. Biaul, treas. Synod of the North-West, ‘or 
outfit of Rey. D. B. Schneder, 

Harry L. Beam chairman Miss, Com. of Heidel- 
b rg College Y. M. C, A., 30.00 for 6 months’ 
support of astudent in Tueological Training . 
School at Sendai, Japan, 

G. H. Werntz, treas.S.S., rst Ref. ch., Lancas- 
ter, Pa., 15.00; and from Muss Annie Hollin- 
ger’s : class, i in same school, 10.0, 

Rey. H. 5. Garner, treas "Westmoreland Cl; 
vz., ist Ref. ch., Greensburg, Rev. C. R. 
Dieff-nbacher, Pastor, Eli Naiey, 1.00; Prof. 
N. M. Fenneman, 5.00; M ss. Soc. of 2d Ref. 
ch., Greensburg, Rev. S. B. Mase, pastor, 
pledge at Synod “Of Vittsburg, 15.00, 

. J. A. Hoffneius, from Elder W A. Pence, 
Tinbervile, Va., for Girls’ sbhyol building 
apon 

Salem Kf. S.S., Gilberts, Pa,, per Rev. F. W. 
Smith, 13 

Rev. A. "Wanner, D. D., York, Pa., for 32 school 
pictures, sent to R.A. Paul's, supt. ot Cano 
dochley S. S., 

Rev. C. sich: df Fort Wayne, Ind., viz, St. 
John’s Kef. ch., 712; Johanua Huelf,as.s. 
scholar, 1.00, Rosalia Schaaf, 40 cents, 

S. .. Swartz, Esq. , from St. John’s Ref. S.S., 
Milton, Pa’, 

Rey. A. 5. Stauffer, Green Brier, Pa., from St. 
John’s Kef. 5. S., Line Mountain chge, for 32 
school pictu.es, 

Conrad Waguer, Milltown, N. J., viz.,S.S., St. 
Paul's Ref. ch, Millcown,, T6042, aud for 17 
school pictures, 1.79, 

Mrs. H. 5. Dotterer, Pres. Women’s Miss. Soc., 
Phila. Cl., for Girls school building, 

Irvin Yost, Subscription made by Women’s Mis, 
soc Ref, ch., Lhornville, Uhio, at Generat 
Synod, 


18 25 
2 0O 


Iz 00 


30 00 


25 00 


2I co 


13 12 


183 20 


10 00 
RupotpeH F. KeLker, 


Treasurer Foreign Missions. 
Harrisburg, Pa,, Jan. 26, 1888, 
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PHILADELPHIA MARKETS. 


WHOLESALE PRICES. 


Monday, February 20, 1888. 


BREADSTUFFS.—Flour. Supers, $2.50@2.75 : 
ter extra, $2.75@3; Pennsylvania, family, $3.75@3.87; 
Pennsylvania, roller process, $4@4.25; Western winter, 
clears, §4@4.25; do. straight, $425@4.40; do. patent, 
$4.40@4 75 ; Rye Flour, $3.40@3.:0 per bar. 

WHEAT.—We quote No. 2 red in export elevator 
at goc.; February, 90%c.; March, gtc.; and April, 
g2c. 4 

CORN.—Sales of 1200 bushe!s. No. 2 yellow on track 
at 58c.; February, at 57c.; March, at 574c.; April, 
at >74e. 

OATS.—Sales of x car ungraded white at 4tc.; 1 car 
No, 3 white, 40c.;x car do at 4134c.; February, 4034c ; 
March, 40%c. 4 

PROVISIONS. — We quote Mess Pork at $16@ 
16.50; family Pork, at $16.50; shoulders in salt, 
6c. ; do. smoked, 7%(c.; breakfast bacon, 1o@10%c. ; 
Loose butchers’ Lard, 7%@7}(c. ; prime steam do, 
$7.78 ; city refined do., 8c. as to quality. Beef 
Hams, $17.50@1850; smoked beef, 12@13c., sweet- 
pickled hams, 10@r1c.; as to averages; city family 


win- 


beef, $8.50@9 # bar. City Tallow in hogsheads, 45% 
@4%c. 

POULTRY.—We quote live chickens, re@r11c.; live 
Turkeys, 1oc.; Dressed chickens, dry picked roast- 
ing stock, 13c.; dressed Turkeys, 14@15¢. 

EGGS.—Western at 23c., and Pennsylvania, and 
near-by brands, 24c. 
do. 
do, 


BUTTER.—We quote creamery extra, 28@29c.; 
fair to prime, 24@26c.; creamery prints, 31¢.; 
fair to prime, 25@28c. 

CHEESE.—We quote New York full-cream fancy, 
1234@13c., do. do. prime to choice 12@12%c.; Ohio 
flats, fancy, 1144@r1134c. 

REFINED SUGARS.—Powdered, 7{@734c.; gran- 
ulated, 63c.; Crown A. 7c.; crystal A. 7c¢.; confec- 
tioner’s A, 634c. 

COTTON.—10%c. for middiing uplands. 

HAY AND STRAW.—We quote Timothy, choice, 
at ¢15; do., fair to good, $13@15; Rye Straw, $18@ 
18.50 for straight without wood. 

FEED.—We quote x car prime Winter Bran at $2@o0 
20.75 per ton. 

PETROLEUM.—7%c. for 7o Abel test in barrels, 
and 93(c. for 110 test in plain cases. 


There is no duty of greater importance 
than that of watching over those who are 
young in faith. A mature experience is a 
heritage the blessing of which should min- 
ister to the guidance, instruction, and help 
of those who have more recently’ entered 
the Christian household. The solicitude of 
a father, the patience and tenderness of a 
mother, should characterize thought and 
feeling toward those who are young in 
spiritual life. There will be few wanderers 
to mourn over, in a church where such 
active sympathies and purposes are at 
work.—Morning Star. 


“BROWN’S BRONCHIAL TROCHES ” 
For Bronchial, Asthmatic and Pulmon- 
ary Complaints, ‘‘ Brown’s Bronchial Tro- 
ches’’ have remarkable curative proper 
ties. 25c. a box. 


Smith—‘‘ Hello, Jones! youdon’t look 
very well this morning.” Jones—‘* And 
I don’t feel as well as I look. Got up in 
the middle of the night to take some pills 
and swallowed four collar-buttons before I 
found out the mistake.” —/udge, 


In Lowell, Massy where Hood’s Sarsa- 


parilla is made, there is more of this med- 
icine sold than of all other blood purifi- 
ers. This is certainly a valuable home 
endorsement, 


—_—— 


Mr. Foster—Is Miss De Broganville at 
home? Servant girl—Is you Mr. Smith? 
Mr. F.—No. I am Mr. Foster. Servant 
girl—Well, she’s not at home, surr; I was 
only to say she was at home to Mr, Smith, 
—Boston Budget. 


CATARRH CURED. 


A clergyman, after years of suffering 
from that loathsome disease, Catarrh, and 
vainly trying every known remedy, at 
last found a prescription which completely 
cured and saved him from death. Any 
snfferer from this dreadful disease sending 
a self addressed stamped envelope to 
Prof. J. A. Lawrence, 212 East oth Street, 
New York, will receive the receipe free of 
charge, 


ADVICE TO MOTHERS, 

Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup should 
always be used for children teething. It 
soothes the child, softens the gums, allays 
all pain, cures wind colic, and is the best 
remedy for diarrhoea. Twenty-five cents 
a bottle. : 


‘Bg Any old subscriber sending us the 
subscriber and $3.50 in 
cash will receive credit for one year on his 


Mame of a new 


own subscription. 


“Our Easter Offering’’ 


To every Subscriber of this Paper, 
A new Easter poem in dialogue, with original 
mu-ic expressly prepared for sunday-school 
Concert at muster, Just what every Supcrintend- 
ent and Pastor is looking for. 
For specimen copy send 2 stamps to E. P. CAR- 
PENT: R, Brattleboro’, Vt 


Bek grea, ve GIVEN AWA*! A \ack ge 

S t KE D 5 Mixed Flower seeds (500 kinds), with 

Park’s Frorat Gurpr, all for 2 

stamps. New flowers, new engravings; teems with floral 

hints. Everybody delighted. Tell ‘all your friends. 
Send now. G. W. PARK, dbo Pa. 

ATIN AND RIBB'«N PATCHES for crazy 


work Beautiful varieties. Only twelve 2c, stumps. 
The UNDERHILL HaT CO., Hazelton, Pa, 


What Scott’s Emulsion Has Done! 


Over 25 Pounds :Gain in Ten Weeks. 
Experience of a Prominent Citizen, 


THE CALIFoRNIA SOCIETY FOR om 


SUPPRESSION OF VICE. 
San Francisco, July 7th, 1886. 


I took a severe cold upon 
my chest and lungs and did 
not give it proper attention ; 
it developed into bronchitis, 
and in the fall of the same 
year I was threatened with 
consumption. Physicians or- 
dered me to a more congeni- 
al climate, and I came to San 
Franeciseo. Soon after my 
arrival I eommeneed taking 
Seott’s Emulsion of Cod Liver 
Oil with Hypophosphites reg- 
ularly three times a day. In 
ten weeks my avoirdupois 
went from 155 to 180 pounds 
and over; the cough mean- 
time ceased. ©. R. BENNETT. 


SOLD BY ALL DRUCCISTS, 
"WOOD'S"! 


GENUINE SELECTED 
SPICES. 

S Pungent, Aromatic, Economical, 

o THOS. WOOD & 00. BOSTON. 


$5: $8 A DAY. Samples worth $1.50, FREE 


Trade Mark 
ev'ry Pk’g. 


Lines not under the horses feet. Write BREws- 
vTER’s SAFETY REIN HotpeEr Co., Holly, Mich. 


Western Farm Mortgages 

Investors will find it safe and profitable to corres; ond 
with J. H. BEA'TY, Garnett, Kansas. 10 years ex- 
perience in_ selecting Western securities. Nothing but 
Gilt Edge Securities taken. Not a dollar lost in the 10 
years. Reference— Bank of Garnett. 


“STAMMERING” 


And all defects of speech Permanently Cured 

Strongly endorsed by Geo. W. Childs, Proprietor Phila- 
delphia Ledger; John Wanamaker, City Hall Square, 
Philadelphia; H. C. Wood, M.D.,LL.D., Prof. Dis- 
eases of Nervous Syria Dr. Harrison Allen, Prof. 
Physiology, and Jno. G. R. McElroy, Frof, Rhetoric 
and English Language, eat, of Pennsylvania 

For full information, address KE. 8S. JOHN* TON, 
Institwte—rz1th and Spring Garden Sts., Phila, 


Morphine Habit Cured in 10 
to ay days. No pay till cured. 
Dr. J. Stephens, Lebanon, O. 


BB. ©. THOMPSON, 


Merchant Tailor. and Importer of Engtish Clothing 


908 Walnut St.—1338 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


CHOICE CARPETINGS 
IN ALL GRADES, 


AT POPULAR PRICES, 


A full lineof OUR OWN MANU- 
FACTURE and Standard Domes- 
tic and Imported Carpets. 


se We request only an OPPOR- 
TUNITY to show you our stock. 


IVINS, DIETZ & MAGEE. 


NEW STORE, 
1217 Market Street, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


St. Paul, Minnesota. 


The acknowledged commercial and financial metro- 
polis of the great Northwest. Population, 200,000. 

Buildings erected in 1837 cost $11,000,000, and, if 
placed side by side, would reach over 16 miles. No bet- 
ter or safer investment anywhere than in Loams secured 
by first mortage on St. Paul Real Estate; or in buying 
property which is constantly advancing in value by 
means of increase of population and actual improye- 
ments. The undersigned has had fifteen years’ expen- 
ence in the Real Estate and Loaning business. Careful 
and conservative in all his dealings, and with an estab- 
lished reputation, he respectfully asks your attention, 
and hopes to gain your confidence and form bus»ness 
relations which may piove mutually beneficial. Corres- 
pondence solicited, 


RUSH B. WHEELER. 
$4002 MOLLER sii. 32266 


i 
many or the fest ree PIPE fortparicr, shoots 
68. 
bedi eORGANS iyaman 


G AFE:NVESTHENT 


Surplus, $355,016 
In our $5 t Department, in sums of 


5S to 


9 paying 


$3 interest. Savings Certificates are 
3% exchangeable for Securities mentioned 
below, and are also payable in cash on 


demand, nthe MORTCACE DEPARTMENT 
in amounts of $300 and upwards, at 
interest, payable half yearly. In the 16 years 52 % 
and 10 months we haye been in business we 
have loaned $11,156, 430, and $6,794,690 of interest and 
principal was returned promptly to investors. 
Principal and interest fully guaranteed by Capita] and 
surplus of $1,105,016. In other departments, up to 
isassured, More thana Million Dollars 
1 o%s have thus been invested, returns on which 
Oo average largely in excess of Ten per cent. 


J. B. WATKINS LAND MORTGAGE CO. 
LAWRENCE,KANSAS. 
Bow ork Mng’r, HENEY DICKINSON, 243 Breadwags 
OWL Pigecns, Imported and Hom- bred. Best /x- 
F cubator and brooder. English Mastift Dogs. 
Stamp for Circular. J. L. HARRIS, Cinnaminson, N.J 


SPECIAL NOTICE CONSERN 


NG PARCELS 


AT 


STREET STATION. 


For the 
established a 


convenience of our patrons we have 


PACKAGE OFFICE 
at 1413 Filbert Street, 


nearly opposite 


BROAD 


STREET STATION, 


where parcels can be sent or left in charge of 


our attendants. 


All parcels of moderate size, as well as 


hand-baggage, will 


be 


cheerfully received, 


Bretked: ad taken care of, without charge, 


subject to call, or sent 


to the store at Highth 


and Market Streets, when desired. 


Parcels can also be 


checked at the Store 


and called fur at above office. 


STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER, 


Highth & Market Streets, Philada. 


REFORMED CHURCH 


[FEBRUARY 22, 1888, 


MESSENGER. 


WANAMAKER’S 


PHILADELPHIA, Feb. zo, 1888. 


THE BEST YET IN MUSLIN AND CAMBRIC UNDER- 
wear. Not for fineness and extravagance, but for cents’ 
worth. You can seea hundred things of this sert on 
the long counters and never one twice. But what we 
value most is in every one—right material, and faithtul, 
proper work, ' 

Mother Hubbard Night Gowns. Good muslin, yoke 
with two rows of wheel pattern insertion, neck, front, 
and sleeves trimmed with embroidery, 75c. 

Cambric Mother Hubbard Night Gowns, yoke of rows 
of fine herring-bone stitching between fine tucks, neatly 
embroidered ruffle on neck ank sleeves, $1. 

Skirts; with deep embroidered ruffle, open or closed 
pattern, 75 and goc. 

rawers in a variety of styles, 40, 50 and 7<c. 

Chemises at 50, «5, 75 and 85c., $1, $1.25, $1.50, 

Aprons, 25c. to $1.50, perhaps a hundred styles in 
Muslin and cambric, some imported. 

Let these stand for the scores and scores of Jike things 
at just assemarkable prices that we have no space to 
name, 


———e, 


GLOVE PRICES THAT WILL MAKE TALK, IT MAY PRO- 
ft you to'read if you act quickly. 

Wo..en’s 4-button Kid Gloves at 60c. The §x kind. 

Women’s German Silk Cloves, all c.lors and blacks, 
25¢.; worth soc. 

Women’s English Silk Milanase, all colors and blacks, 
soc.; worth $1, A small lot, Cardi: al, 25c. 


Women’s Lisle Gloves, Jexsey, at 1244c.; worth 
37kc. 
Women’s Cashmere Gloves, Jersey, 1oc.; worth 


50C. 
3, 4, and 6 button Women’s Kid Gloves, 25c.; worth 
I 


Women’s 4, 6,8 and 10 button Opera and White 
Gloves, 5<c.; wortn $1.25. 

Boys’ Woo! Mits, roc.; worth 25c. 

Children’s Cashmere Gloves, 5c.; worth 25a 


A FILTER THAT FILTERS. THE THINGS YOU DON’T 
see in water are what do most mischief. A Jewett 
Filter will strain them all out—the hidden vileness as 
well as the sticks and leaves and crawlers, 

With cooler, $5.50, $7.25, $8.75, $10.25; 50 cents extra 
if decorated 

Kitchen Filters, $4, $5, $6.25, $7 25. 

Gate City Filters (porous stone), $3 to $20. 


26 AND 28 IN, UMBRELLAS, WITH GOLD AND SILVER 
handles, at $3 10 $4.50. About half price. 

Double twilled silk, silk c ver and tassel, $2.25, We 
doubt if they were ever equaled at the price. 

A couple of sorts from a hundred or so, 


Joun WANAMAKER, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Be Sure 


To ask for Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, if you 
are in need of a Blood-purifier— the 
only certain and reliable remedy for 
pimples, blotches, and all other erup- 
tions of the skin. As an alterative, 


Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, 


after a trial of nearly half a century, is 
universally conceded to be the best ever 
discovered. It is agreeable to the taste, 
and, being highly concentrated, only 
small doses are needed. 


An old lady of eighty, Mrs. Mary C. 
Ames, of Rockport, Me., after forty years 
of suffering from a humor in the blood, 
manifesting itself in Erysipelas and oth- 
er distressing eruptions on the skin, at 
last began the use of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, 
and, after taking ten bottles, she is now, 
she says, ‘‘as smooth and fair as ever.” 


Frank Jones, 952 Kighth ave., New 
York, writes: ‘‘I suffered from impuri- 
ty of the blood, which showed itself in 
troublesome eruptions and mattery 
ee a on my face, neck, etc. Ayer’s 

arsaparilla effected a complete cure. 
I had previously tried many reputed 
blood-purifiers without benefit.” 


Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, 


pd peat by Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 
Sold by all Druggists. Price $1; six bottles, $5. 


} [RAND 


SoUuAK 


Absolutely Pure. 


This powder never varies. 
Strength and wholesomeness. 
the ordinary kinds, and cannot be sold in competition 
with the multitude of low test, short weight, alum or 


A marvel of ‘purity, 
More economical than 


pnosphate powders. Sold only in cans. 
ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., 106 Wall St.,N.Y 


8 SS 
To those who are using the ESTEY ORGAN no 
word of praise or commendation from us is needed 
to convince them that it has no superior; but what 
we do want to say to them is this: The ESTEY 
PIANO is just as thoroughly made, and is 
uaranteed to give as good satisfaction as the 
rgan has. If you want a piano, yourun NO RISK 
in buyingan Estey. Very low for cash, or on easy 


ESTEY, BRUCE &c0,28 N.SeventhSt., 


Philadelphia, Pa, 
Dr. JAEGER'S 
SANITARY WOOLEN SYSTEM CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 

Solicit inspection of their varied stock of 
UNDERWEAR 

and other garme ding everything for the com 


plete equipment omen and childien, Ex- 
clusively manufa ported by them. 

1104——_0 STREET—1106 
Caxalogue Aist Free. 


MEDICINE—Tarrant’s 
Aperient 1s the satest and must 
Headache, Dyspepsia, Bilicus- 
ts and Constipation. Recom- 


N EX 
Effer 
reliable ren 


THE WASH-BOARD 
BRIGADE 


a ARS 


and sold by cruggists everywhere. 


Why allow your clothing 


These are days of improvements—Pyle’s 


|pieces on a wash-board? 


h 


Le Ly al 


to (be EMO Med tb 


| Pearline is the latest, greatest and best improvement in Soap. Millions of people 


\ 


pre grateful fon Pearline, because they have proven the fact that it washes every- 


thing better, in less time, with less labor, and with less wear and tear than any 


thing known. 


It has no equal as a harmless but effective detergent 


yi-Bor’s 


Pure God Liver Oil And Phosphates 


It has required much experience and 
care to enable the proprietor to combine 
the oil and Phosphates so that they would 
become thoroughly efficacious together, 
and he has the only recipe by which 
this can be accomplished. Another im- 

ortant advantage which the Pure 

iver Oil possesses prepared in this way, 
over the piso cod liver oil, is the fact 
that besides adding largely to its med- 


ical qualities, it preserves the oil pure 
and sweet fora longer period 
. any 


Si 
CG 


than itcan be done ; 
other ‘manner. This fact 
alone would recommend this 
form of using the Oil even if — 
the phosphates did not also 
add vastly to the healing 
E side the preparation. 
The perfect incorporation of 
the phosphates with the cod 


li 4h nly been accom - 
CURES der oles ony by aa 
CONSUMPTION, the most eon 


rules of chemistry; 
and a medicine 
has been produe- 
ed which, while it 
is so efficacious, is 
also perfectly pal- 
atable and pleas- _ 
ant. 


te 


COUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 

. BRONCHITIS, DEBILITY, 

WASTING DISEASES, and all 
SCROFULOUS HUMORS, 


Almost as palatable ascream. Itcan be taken with 
pleasure by delicate persons and children, who, after 
using it, become very fond of it. It assimilates with the 
food, increases the flesh and appetite, builds up the ner- 
vous system, restores energy to mind and body, creates ° 
new, rich and pure blood, in fact, rejuvinates the whole 


tem, 
Bee EMU SE BLOOD, 
NERVE, BRAIN. 


This preparation is far superior to all other preparations of Cod-Liver 
Oil; it has many imitators, but no equals. The results following its use 
are its best recommendations, Be sure, as you value your health, and get 
the genuine. Manufactured only by DR. ALEXR. B. WILBOR, 
Chemist, Boston, Mass. Send for illustrated circular, which will be 
mailed tree. (Sold by all druggists.223 


: a ; 
_ [[TERATURE* 


AN. IELUSTRATED 


* Weexty MAGAZINE 


rt 


Wey. wh gt W specimen Copy 

1.00 a Year. eine 

LITERATURE presents, weekly, a comprehen- 
sive survey of the entire literary world, from 
the standpoint of the interest of American read- 
ers of books. Its many unique features can 
not be adequately described in these few lines. 
A specimen copy—free—will best tell its story. 
It will be one of the most characteristic and 
“lively ” products of the Literary Revolution. 
Biographies, with portraits of notable charac- 
ters ; select readings from new books, including 
specimens of choice illustrations news criti- 
cism; anecdotes; gossip—whatever interests 
readers of books—will fill its 1200 or more 
handsome pages. It will be not simply worth 
more than its cost to any lover of good books, 
but also the means of saving subscribers many 
times its cost in the reduced prices of the books 
they buy. Address JOHN B. ALDEN, Publisher, 
398 Pearl Street, New York, or 218 Clark 
Street, Chicago, Ils. 


PAUL NS 


OUR 


i ANUAL OF FVERYTHING 


EnYTHING GARDEN 


is this season the grandest ever issued, 
containing three colored plates and 
superb illustrations of everything thatis 
new, useful and rare in Seeds and 
Plants, together with plain directions 
of “How to grow them,” by Pretrer HEn- 
prrson. This Manual, which is a book 
of 140 pages, we mail to any address on 
receipt of 25 cents (in stamps.) To all so 
remitting 25 cents for the Manual, we will, ‘ 
at the same time, send free by mail, in : 
addition, their choice of any one of the 
following novelties, the price of either of yw 
which is 25 cents: One packet of the new i 
Green and Gold Watermelon, or one 
packet of new Succession Cabbage, or 
one packet of new Zebra Zinnia, or one 
packet of Butterfly Pansy (see illustra- 
tion); or one packet of new Mammoth 
Verbena, or one plant of the beautiful — 
Moonflower, 07 the distinct under- _ 
standing, however, that those ordering 


2 irae will state in what paper they saw this . 
3. Natural Siz8. advertisement. : 


PERSON & COSA 


ncz2nn {DAY SEWED SHOE STORE| ** WOOD SHNSH” 
EIGHTH. , RUBBER ees a | CORDED CORSFT WAISTS a. 


PHILADA.|FIRST QUALITY ONLY are sold by al! Leading Retail Stores. Ask for them 


